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Publications 
 

Books 
   

E. Parens and J. Johnston (Eds.), Human Flourishing in and Age of Gene Editing (Oxford University 
Press, 2019). 

 
 E. Parens, Shaping Our Selves: On Technology, Flourishing, and a Habit of Thinking 
  (Oxford University Press, 2015). (Issued in paperback, 2016.) 
  

E. Parens, (Ed.) Surgically Shaping Children, (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006).  (Issued in 
paperback, 2008). 

 
 E. Parens, Audrey Chapman, and Nancy Press, (Eds.) Wrestling with Behavioral Genetics: Ethics, 
 Science, and Public Conversation (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005). (Issued in paperback,
 2007). 
 
 E. Parens and A. Asch. (Eds), Prenatal Testing and Disability Rights, Washington, DC: 

Georgetown University Press, 2000. (Issued at once in paper and cloth.) 
 

 E. Parens. Enhancing Human Traits: Ethical and Social Implications (Ed.), Washington, DC: 
 Georgetown University Press, 1998.  (Issued in paperback, 2000). 
  
    Selected Articles, Chapters, Reviews, and Editorials 
 

M. Meyer, …, and E. Parens, “Wrestling with Social and Behavioral Genomics: Risks, Potential 
Benefits, and Ethical Responsibility,” in The Ethical Implications of Social and Behavioral Genomics, 
ed. Erik Parens and Michelle N. Meyer, special report, Hastings Center Report 53, no. 2 (2023): S2-
S49. DOI 10.1002/hast.1477 
 
D. O. Martschenko, .., and Erik Parens, “Wrestling with Public Input on an Ethical Analysis of 
Scientific Research,” in The Ethical Implications of Social and Behavioral Genomics, ed. E. Parens 
and M. Meyer, special report, Hastings Center Report 53, no. 2 (2023): S50-S65. DOI: 
10.1002/hast.1478 

 

P. Appelbaum, …, E. Parens, …, W. Chung. “Cases in Precision Medicine: Is There an Obligation to 

Return Reinterpreted Genetic Results to Former Patients?” Annals of Internal Medicine 2023, April, 176 

(4): 563-67. DOI: 10.7326/M22-3682 

 
P. Appelbaum, …, E. Parens, …, W. Chung. “Practical considerations for reinterpretation of 
individual genetic variants.” Genetics in Medicine, February 2023.  
DOI: 10.1016/j.gim.2023.100801 
 
P. Appelbaum… E. Parens, W. Chung, “Is There a Way to Reduce Inequities in Variant 
Interpretation Based on Ancestry?” Journal of Human Genetics, vol. 109, issue 6: 981-88.  
 
Wylie Burke, E. Parens, … P. Appelbaum, “The Challenge of Genetic Variants of Uncertain Clinical 
Significance: A Narrative Review,” Annals of Internal Medicine https://doi.org/10.7326/M21-4109 
 

https://doi.org/10.7326/m22-3682
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gim.2023.100801
https://www.cell.com/ajhg/fulltext/S0002-9297(22)00160-4
https://www.cell.com/ajhg/fulltext/S0002-9297(22)00160-4
https://doi.org/10.7326/M21-4109
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E. Parens, “Will Sociogenomics Reduce Social Inequality?” Bioethics Forum Sept. 30, 2021. 
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum, “Genetics and Responsibility: More Complicated than We Thought,” 
ELSIhub Spotlight, June 7, 2021. 
 
Sara Goering, … E. Parens, …, "Guidelines for responsible development and application of 
neurotechnologies," Neuroethics (21) 29 April 2021. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-021-
09468-6 
 
E. Parens, “The Genes We’re Dealt,” Aeon, November 10, 2020.  
 
P. Appelbaum, E. Parens, W. Chung, S. Berger, and W. Burke. “Response to Faulkner et al.,” 
Genetics in Medicine (2 September 2020).  
 
E. Parens, “The Inflated Promise of Genomic Medicine,” Scientific American, June 1, 2020. 
 
E. Parens, Lucas Matthews, and Paul Appelbaum, “Polygenic Risk Scores, Prediction of Psychiatric 
Disorders, and the Health of All of Us,” The Lancet Psychiatry, vol. 7, June 2020.  
 
J. Reynolds and E. Parens (Eds.), For “All of Us”? On the Weight of Genomic Knowledge, special 
report, Hastings Center Report 50, no. 3 (2020).  
 
P. Appelbaum, E. Parens, W. Chung, S. Berger, and W. Burke. “Is There a Duty to Reinterpret 
Genetic Data? The Ethical Dimensions,” Genetics in Medicine (15 October 2019). 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41436-019-0679-7 
 
E. Parens.  “Disability, Technology, and Flourishing,” Hastings Center Report 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hast.1039 

 
E. Parens, “Admiring Dan’s Creation,” Hastings Center Report 49, no. 5 (2019): 6-7: 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.1044.  
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum, “Rebooting Views of the Psychosocial Risks of Genomic 
Information,” STAT July 30, 2019.  
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum (Eds.), Looking for the Psychosocial Implications of Genomic 
Information, special report Hastings Center Report 49, no. 3 (May-June 2019): S1-S96. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2019/49/S1. 
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum, “On What We Have Learned and Still Need to Learn about the 
Psychosocial Impacts of Genetic Testing, special report Hastings Center Report 49, no. 3 (May-June 
2019): S2-S9.  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.1011. 

 
E. Parens, P. Appelbaum, and W. Chung, “Embryo editing for higher IQ is a fantasy; embryo 
profiling for it is almost here,”  STAT February 12, 2019.  
 
E. Parens, “Bioethicists Are More Like Bricoleurs than Engineers: Reflections on Fredrik Svenaeus’ 
Phenomenological Bioethics,” Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 28, no. 4 (2019): 479-86.  
 
J. Johnston, E. Parens, and B. Koenig, The Ethics of Screening Newborns: Recommendations and 
Reflections (Eds.), special report Hastings Center Report 48, no. 4 (2018) S2-S46. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.874. 
 

https://www.thehastingscenter.org/will-sociogenomics-reduce-social-inequality/
https://elsihub.org/news/genetics-and-responsibility-more-complicated-wed-thought
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12152-021-09468-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12152-021-09468-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-021-09468-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-021-09468-6
https://aeon.co/essays/social-genomics-can-combat-inequality-or-be-used-to-justify-it?utm_medium=feed&utm_source=rss-feed
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41436-020-00955-4
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/the-inflated-promise-of-genomic-medicine/
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lanpsy/PIIS2215-0366(20)30185-1.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lanpsy/PIIS2215-0366(20)30185-1.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2020/50/S1?campaign=woletoc
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41436-019-0679-7
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1039
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hast.1039
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.1044
https://www.statnews.com/2019/07/30/genetic-information-disclosure/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/07/30/genetic-information-disclosure/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2019/49/S1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.1011
https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/12/embryo-profiling-iq-almost-here/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/12/embryo-profiling-iq-almost-here/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.874
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J. Johnston, … E. Parens … and the NSIGHT Ethics and Policy Advisory Board, “Sequencing 
Newborns: A Call for Nuanced Use of Genomic Technologies,” Hastings Center Report 48, no. 4 
(2018). 
 
B. Hurlbut, … E. Parens …, “Building Capacity for a Global Genome Editing Observatory: 
Conceptual Challenges,” Trends in Biotechnology Vol. 36, No. 7 639 (2018): 639-41. 
 
K. Saha, … E. Parens …, “Building Capacity for a Global Genome Editing Observatory: Institutional 
Design,” Trends in Biotechnology Vol. 36, No. 8 (August 2018): 741-43.  
 

E. Parens, “Utilitarianism’s Missing Dimensions,” Quillette January 3, 2018, 

http://quillette.com/2018/01/03/utilitarianisms-missing-dimensions/. I contributed this essay 

on utilitarianism and my 2016 review of Kenneth Schaffner’s book (Behaving: What’s Genetic, 

What’s Not, and Why Should We Care?) before I was aware of Quillette’s reputation for reactionary 

thought. Nothing I say in that essay or review (or anywhere else) reflects such thinking.  
 
R. Yuste, … E. Parens …, “Four Ethical Priorities for Neurotechnologies and AI,” Nature 551 
(2017): 159-163. http://www.nature.com/news/four-ethical-priorities-for-neurotechnologies-
and-ai-1.22960?sf153604297=1&WT.mc_id=TWT_NatureNews 

 
J. Johnston, R. Farrell, and E. Parens, “Supporting Women’s Autonomy in Next-Generation 
Prenatal Testing,” New England Journal of Medicine 377 (2017):505-507. August 10, 2017DOI: 
10.1056/NEJMp1703425.  

 
E. Parens, “Gene Editing, ‘Cultural Harms,’ and Oversight Mechanisms,” Bioethics Forum,  May 4, 
2017, http://www.thehastingscenter.org/gene-editing-cultural-harms-oversight-mechanisms/. 
 
E Parens, “Choosing Flourishing: Toward a More ‘Binocular’ Way of Thinking about 
Disability,” Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 27, no. 2 (2017): 135-50.  
 
E. Parens, “Giving Genes Their Due, But Not More,” Quillette,* May 21, 2016 
http://quillette.com/2016/05/21/giving-genes-their-due-but-not-more/. *See note above next to 
2018 essay, “Utilitarianism’s Missing Dimensions.” 
 
E. Parens, “Made to Order,” Aeon Magazine, November 11, 2015 https://aeon.co/essays/can-
parents-be-trusted-with-gene-editing-technology. 
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum, The Genetics and Intelligence: Ethics and the Conduct of Trustworthy 
Research (Eds.), special report, Hastings Center Report 45, no. 5 (2015): S1-S72.  
 
E. Parens and P. Appelbaum, “An Introduction to Thinking about Trustworthy Research into the 
Genetics of Intelligence,” The Genetics of Intelligence: Ethics and the Conduct of Trustworthy 
Research, special report, Hastings Center Report 45, no. 5 (2015): S2-S8. DOI: 10.1002/hast.491 
 
E. Parens, “Drifting Away from Informed Consent in the Era of Personalized Medicine,” Hastings 
Center Report 45, no. 4 (2015): 16-20. DOI: 10.1002/ hast.470 
 
E. Parens, “A Symptom of Modern Life,” New York Times, Room for Debate, April 21, 2015,  
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/04/21/using-adderall-to-get-ahead-not-to-fight-
adhd/a-symptom-of-modern-life. 
 
P.  Appelbaum, A. Fyer, R. Klitzman, J. Martinez, E. Parens, Y. Zhang, W. Chung, “Researchers’ 

http://quillette.com/2018/01/03/utilitarianisms-missing-dimensions/
http://www.nature.com/news/four-ethical-priorities-for-neurotechnologies-and-ai-1.22960?sf153604297=1&WT.mc_id=TWT_NatureNews
http://www.nature.com/news/four-ethical-priorities-for-neurotechnologies-and-ai-1.22960?sf153604297=1&WT.mc_id=TWT_NatureNews
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/377/6/
http://www.thehastingscenter.org/gene-editing-cultural-harms-oversight-mechanisms/
http://quillette.com/2016/05/21/giving-genes-their-due-but-not-more/
https://aeon.co/essays/can-parents-be-trusted-with-gene-editing-technology
https://aeon.co/essays/can-parents-be-trusted-with-gene-editing-technology
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/04/21/using-adderall-to-get-ahead-not-to-fight-adhd/a-symptom-of-modern-life
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/04/21/using-adderall-to-get-ahead-not-to-fight-adhd/a-symptom-of-modern-life
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views on informed consent for return of secondary results in genomic research,” Genetics in 
Medicine (2014): doi:10.1038/gim.2014.163 
 
E. Parens, “The Benefits of Binocularity,” New York Times, The Stone, Sept. 28, 2014, 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/28/the-benefits-of-
binocularity/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=1. 
 
J. Johnston and E. Parens, “Neuroethical Issues in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Children with 
Mood and Behavioral Disturbances” in Handbook of Neuroethics, Jens Clausen and Neil Levy, eds. 
(Heidelberg: Springer, 2015): 1673-1688.  
 
P. Appelbaum, E. Parens, C. Waldman, R. Klitzman, A. Fyer, J. Martinez, W. Nicholson Price II, and 
W. Chung, “Models of Consent to Return of Incidental Findings in Genomic Research,” Hastings 
Center Report 44 (2014): 22-32. 1-10. DOI: 10.1002/hast.328 
 
E. Parens, “A Decade’s Worth of Gene-Environment Interaction Studies, in Hindsight,” a 
commentary published in Braingenethics Update vol. 1, no. 3 (2014) 
http://braingenethics.cumc.columbia.edu/a-decades-worth-of-gene-environment-interaction-
studies-in-hindsight/ , and then run again in Bioethics Forum.    
 
J. Johnston and E. Parens,  Eds., “Interpreting Neuroimages: An Introduction to the Technology 
and It’s Limits,” A Hastings Center Special Report 45, no. 2 (2014) S1-S52. 
 
E. Parens and J. Johnston, “Neuroimaging: Beginning to Appreciate Its Complexities,” Hastings 
Center Report, special report, Hastings Center Report 45, no. 2 (2014): S2-S7. 
 
E. Parens, “Afterward: The Ancient Puzzle,” special report, Hastings Center Report 45, no. 2 
(2014): S50- S52. 
 
E. Parens, “The Thorny Ethics of Prenatal Genetic Testing,” Time.com, February 4, 2014. 
http://time.com/4584/genetic-testings-brave-new-world/ 
 
E. Parens, “The Need for Moral Enhancement” (review essay on Persson and Savulescu’s Unfit for 
the Future) The Philosopher’s Magazine 62, 3rd quarter (2013): 114-17.  
http://philosophypress.co.uk/?p=1177 
 
P. Appelbaum, C. Waldman, A. Fryer, R. Klitzman, E. Parens, J Martinez, N. Price II, W. Chung, 
“Informed Consent for Return of Incidental Findings in Genomic Research,” Genetics in Medicine 
advance online publication October 24, 2013 
http://www.nature.com/gim/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/gim2013145a.html 

 
E. Parens, P. Appelbaum, W. Chung, “Incidental Findings in the Era of Whole Genome 
Sequencing?” Hastings Center Report 43, no. 4 (2013): 16-19. DOI: 10.1002/hast.189.   
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.189/full 

 
R. Klitzman, P. Appelbaum, A. Fyer, J. Martinez, B.  Buquez, J. Wynn, C. Waldman, J. Phelan, E. 
Parens, W.  Chung, “Researchers’ Views on Return of Incidental Genomic Research Results: 
Qualitative and Quantitative Findings,” Genetics in Medicine advance online publication 27 June 
2013.  doi: 10.1038/gim.2013.87.  
 
E. Parens, Alzheimer’s Disease and Personhood,” Hastings Center Report (2013): 43 (no.1): i. 
 
E. Parens, “On Good and Bad Forms of Medicalization,” Bioethics 27, no. 1 (2013): 28-35;  [ISSN 

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/28/the-benefits-of-binocularity/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=1
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/28/the-benefits-of-binocularity/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=1
http://braingenethics.cumc.columbia.edu/a-decades-worth-of-gene-environment-interaction-studies-in-hindsight/
http://braingenethics.cumc.columbia.edu/a-decades-worth-of-gene-environment-interaction-studies-in-hindsight/
http://time.com/4584/genetic-testings-brave-new-world/
http://philosophypress.co.uk/?p=1177
http://www.nature.com/gim/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/gim2013145a.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.189/full
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0269-9702 (print); 1467-8519 (online)] online ahead of print: April 29, 2011.  
 
E. Parens and J Johnston, “As Tests to Predict Alzheimer’s Emerge, So May Debates over the Right 
to Die,” TIME online, June 9, 2011.  
http://healthland.time.com/2011/06/08/as-tests-better-predict-alzheimers-patients-may-
contemplate-their-right-to-die/ 
 
E. Parens and J. Johnston. “Troubled Children: Diagnosing, Treating, and Attending to Context,” 
Hastings Center Report 41, no. 2 (2011): S1-S33. http://childpsychiatry.thehastingscenter.org/ 
 
S. Gillihan and E. Parens, “Should We Expect ‘Neural Signatures’ for DSM Diagnoses?” Journal of  
Clinical Psychiatry [doi:10.4088/JPC.10r06332gre] Online ahead of print: March 18, 2011.] 
 
J. Johnston and E Parens, “What State Budget Cuts Mean for the Most Troubled Children,” 
Psychology Today’s Medicine, Mind, and Morals Blog, March 30, 2011.  
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/medicine-mind-and-morals/201103/what-state-budget-
cuts-mean-the-most-troubled-children 
 
E. Parens, “True Enhancement,” Science Progress March 11, 2011. 
http://www.scienceprogress.org/2011/03/true-human-enhancement/ 
 
E. Parens, “The ethics of memory blunting: some initial thoughts.” Front. Behav. Neurosci. 4  
(2010): 190. doi:10.3389/fnbeh.2010.00190 
http://www.frontiersin.org/behavioral_neuroscience/10.3389/fnbeh.2010.00190/full 
 
E. Parens, “Synthetic Biology: The Presidential Bioethics Commission’s First Challenge,” Bioethics 
Forum, May 24, 2010. 
http://www.thehastingscenter.org/Bioethicsforum/Post.aspx?id=4687&blogid=140 
 
E. Parens, “The Ethics of Memory Blunting and the Narcissism of Small Differences,” Neuroethics 
3, 2 (2010): 99-107.  http://www.springerlink.com/content/l63r882277m4v436/fulltext.pdf  
 
E. Parens, J Johnston and G. Carlson, “Pediatric Mental Health Care Dysfunction Disorder?” New 
England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), 362; 20 (2010): 1853-55. 
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/362/20/1853.pdf   
 
E. Parens, J Johnston and G. Carlson, response to letters re: “Pediatric Mental Health Care  
Dysfunction Disorder?” New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), 363; 20 (2010): 1187-89.   
 
E. Parens and Johnston, “Controversies Concerning the Diagnosis and Treatment of Bipolar 
 Disorder in Children,” in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health 4: 9 (2010) 1-14. 
http://www.capmh.com/content/4/1/9.  Included in Mental Health Synthesis (MHS), an online 
archive that selects and provides free access to the best works related to Mental Health published 
on the Internet over the last decade: http://www.mhsynthesis.com/articles-439144-3a1b1c. 
 
E. Parens, J Johnston, and J Moses, “Ethical Issues in Synthetic Biology: An Overview of the 
Debates,” Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC, 2009  
http://www.synbioproject.org/library/publications/archive/synbio3/ . 
 
E. Parens, “Toward a More Fruitful Debate about Human Enhancement,” in Human 
Enhancement  (Eds) Julian Savulescu and Nick Bostrom (Oxford University Press, 2009): 181-98.
  
E. Parens, “Does Science Threaten Democracy?” Science Progress (February 9, 2009): 

http://healthland.time.com/2011/06/08/as-tests-better-predict-alzheimers-patients-may-contemplate-their-right-to-die/
http://healthland.time.com/2011/06/08/as-tests-better-predict-alzheimers-patients-may-contemplate-their-right-to-die/
http://childpsychiatry.thehastingscenter.org/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/medicine-mind-and-morals/201103/what-state-budget-cuts-mean-the-most-troubled-children
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/medicine-mind-and-morals/201103/what-state-budget-cuts-mean-the-most-troubled-children
http://www.scienceprogress.org/2011/03/true-human-enhancement/
http://www.frontiersin.org/behavioral_neuroscience/10.3389/fnbeh.2010.00190/full
http://www.thehastingscenter.org/Bioethicsforum/Post.aspx?id=4687&blogid=140
http://www.springerlink.com/content/l63r882277m4v436/fulltext.pdf
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/362/20/1853.pdf
http://www.capmh.com/content/4/1/9
http://www.mhsynthesis.com/articles-439144-3a1b1c
http://www.synbioproject.org/library/publications/archive/synbio3/
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http://www.scienceprogress.org/2009/02/does-science-threaten-democracy/ 
 
E. Parens and J Johnston, “Facts, Values, and Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): An 
Update on the Controversies,” Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health vol. 3,  

 3 (January 9, 2009). http://www.capmh.com/content/3/1/1 
 

E. Parens, “Respecting Children with Disabilities—and Their Parents,” Hastings Center Report 39, 
no. 1 (2009): 22-23. 
 
E. Parens, J Johnston, and Jacob Moses, “A Question of Ethics,” SCIENCE 323, 16 January 2009: 
339. 
 
E. Parens, J Johnston, and Jacob Moses, “Do We Need ‘Synthetic Bioethics’?” SCIENCE 321, no. 
5895 (2008): 1449.   
 
E. Parens, “Disability Bioethics: Moral Bodies, Moral Difference,” New England Journal of Medicine 
359, 21 (2008): 2298-99. 
 
E. Parens, “Puzzling about Peter Singer,” Hastings Center Report  38, no 6 (2008): i. Reprinted in 
Bioethics Forum: http://www.thehastingscenter.org/Bioethicsforum/Post.aspx?id=2936 
 
E. Parens, “Forget about Testing for the Infidelity Gene,” San Francisco Chronicle, September 10, 
2008; 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
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“‘Binocularity: A Tool for Comprehending Persons,” (invited lecture), Smith College, Northampton, 
MA, April 6, 2023. 

 
“Might We Learn to Expect and Affirm Genetic Differences?” (invited lunch talk), Smith College, 
Northampton, MA, April 7, 2023.  
 
“The Promise and Peril of Social and Behavioral Genomics,” (invited panelist), National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), January 25, 2023. 
 
“Wrestling with Social and Behavioral Genomics,” (invited lecture) Penn State College of Medicine, 
January 19, 2023. 
 
Introduction to and invited moderator for ELSI Friday, Wrestling with Social and Behavioral 
Genomics, January 3, 2023. 
 
“Eric Cassell’s Huge Influence on Bioethical Thinking at The Hastings Center and Beyond,” A 
Celebration of the Life of Eric Cassell, Weill Cornell Medical College, New York, NY, October 1, 
2022.  
 
Discussant for “The impact of receipt of genetic test results for autism,” ELSI Congress, June 2, 
2022. 
 
Introduction to, “We Belong to One Another: Disability and Family Making” (Event 6 in NEH-
funded series, The Art of Flourishing: Conversations on Disability), March 14, 2022. 
 
“Comprehending Persons in the Context of Rehabilitative Medicine,” (invited lecture), Weill 
Cornell Medical College, February 17, 2022. 
 
“Introduction to “Enjoying: Disability as a Creative Force” “(Event 5 in NEH-funded series, The Art 
of Flourishing: Conversations on Disability), October 20, 2021.  
 
“Binocularity: A Tool for Comprehending Persons,” invited lecture (given virtually) at The 
University of Alberta,” Edmonton, CA, October 7, 2021. 
 
“Binocularity: A Tool for Thinking about ‘True Enhancement,’” invited lecture (given virtually) at 
Erasmus University, Rotterdam, The Netherlands, August 31, 2001. 
  
“Introduction” to Columbia-Hastings virtual symposium, “Do Genetic Findings Impact Perceptions 
of Responsibility,”  May 28, 2021. 
 
“Aspiring to Binocularity: On Comprehending, Respecting, and Caring for Persons,” (invited 
lecture) Institut de Recherches Cliniques de Montréal (IRCM), Montréal, QC, May 27, 2021. 

 

https://elsihub.org/video/wrestling-social-and-behavioral-genomics
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/we-belong-to-one-another-disability-and-family-making/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=e4940a3f57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_26_05_57_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5c9274ec4d-e4940a3f57-28609871
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/enjoying-disability-as-a-creative-force/
https://elsihub.org/news/genetics-and-responsibility-more-complicated-wed-thought
https://elsihub.org/news/genetics-and-responsibility-more-complicated-wed-thought
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dSwSKxfxW0
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“Introduction” to “Questioning Cure: Disability, Identity, and Healing” (Event 4 in NEH-funded 
series, The Art of Flourishing: Conversations on Disability, May 11, 2021.  
 
“An Invitation to Thinking about Socio-genomics,” (invited course lecture, Genetics and Ethics: 
Brain and Behavior), Columbia University, New York, NY, April 9, 2021. 
 
“Introduction” to “Disrupting Ableism with Artful Activism,” (Event 3 in NEH-funded series, The 
Art of Flourishing: Conversations on Disability, December 7, 2020. 
 
“Socio-genomics Isn’t Only Dangerous,” (invited course lecture, Genetics and Ethics: Brain and 
Behavior), Columbia University, New York, NY, April 20, 2020. 
  
“Genetics of Physical Health and Intuitions about Agency” (invited respondent), Thinking Morally 
about Genetics and Agency, Columbia University, New York, NY, December 13, 2019.  
 

“What are the medical humanities and what might they become?” (Invited moderator), Teaching 
Medicine through the Liberal Arts, Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY, December 6, 2019.  

“What’s the Relationship between Empirical Bioethics and BioXphi?” (Panel moderator), 2019 
Yale-Oxford BioXphi Summit, Yale University, New Haven, CT, October 5, 2019.  

“Facts, Values, and the Use of PRSs to Study Complex Behavioral and Social Phenotypes” (lecture), 
Columbia University, New York, NY, September 20, 2019. 

“The Neuroscience Worldview; What Does it Leave Out?” University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
PA, August 1, 2019. 

“What Do Bioethics and Disability Studies Have to Do with Each Other?” Yale University, New 
Haven, CT. July 25, 2019. 
 
“Psychosocial Implications of Genomic Testing?” NIH-CEER Annual Meeting (Panelist), University 
of Utah Law School, Salt Lake City, UT, May 1, 2019.  
 
“Starting to Explore the Ethics of Socio-Genomics,” The Filosa Lecture in Philosophy and Biology, 
St. Peter’s University, Jersey City, NJ, April 11, 2019. 
 
“Comprehending Persons, Aspiring to Binocularity,” The Cotton Lecture in Philosophy, Wabash 
College, Crawfordsville, IN, March 27, 2019. 
 
“Ready or Not, Socio-genomics Is Here,” (Lecture in Fellowship in Bioethics Program), Harvard 
University Medical School, Boston, MA, January 17, 2019.   
 
“No Good Deed Goes Unpunished: On Why the SSGAC (Social Science Genetics Association 
Consortium) Has More, Harder Work Ahead,” 2nd Annual Conference on Polygenic Prediction and 
its Application in Social Science, (Invited Talk) University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, 
November 30, 2018. 
 
“On the Aspiration to a Phenomenological Bioethics” (Keynote Lecture), International Conference: 
Phenomenology of Medicine and Bioethics, Stockholm, Sweden, June 13, 2018. 

 
“Embracing Binocularity, Thinking about Enhancement,” Teaching Bioethics Workshop, The 
Hastings Center, Garrison, NY, August 2, 2018. 
 
 “As Psychoanalysts and Geneticists Have Discovered in Their Respective Domains, Bioethicists 
Are Discovering the Need for More Complex Models of Causation,” American Psychiatric 

file:///C:/Users/PeytonV/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EP%20cv%20and%20bio%202021/Questioning%20Cure:%20Disability,%20Identity,%20and%20Healing
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/the-art-of-flourishing-events-series/
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Association, New York, NY, May 7, 2018. 
 

“We Don’t Need Causal Complexity to Rescue Free Will,” Genetics and Human Agency Annual 
Meeting University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, May 2, 2018.  

 
“An Introduction to Thinking about the Psychosocial Implications of Genomic Information,” 
(Opening Conference Remarks) Looking for the Psychosocial Implications of Genomic Information, 
Columbia University, New York, NY, February 26, 2018. 

 
Sociology, The Public, and the Future of Enhancement Technologies, (Invited Workshop Member), 
University of San Diego, La Jolla, CA, February 3, 2018.  

 
“We Don’t Need the 4th Law of Behavioral Genetics to Protect Freedom from Determinism” 
(Invited Commentary), Moral Intuitions, Genetics, and the Behavioral Sciences, Columbia 
University, New York, NY, June 27, 2017. 

 
“Ethical Guidelines for Neurotechnologies, (Invited Workshop Member), Columbia University, 
New York, NY, May 22-24, 2017. 

 
“Toward Maintaining a Decent Ethical Compromise in a Difficult Social Situation,” (Presentation to 
Working Group on Goals and Practices for Next Generation Prenatal Testing), The Hastings 
Center, Garrison, NY, May 17, 2017. 

 
“Preliminary Thoughts about ‘Cultural Harms’ and ‘Oversight Mechanisms,’” (Invited panelist), 
Editorial Aspirations: Human Integrity at the Frontiers of Biology, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
MA, April 27, 2017. 

 
“Should We Who Are Pro-Choice Stop Talking About Informed Consent?” (Invited talk), Caring for 
Philosophy: A Conference Celebrating the Work of Eva Feder Kittay), Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, 
NY, April 22, 2017. 

 
“Should Medical Professionals Draw Lines in the Context of Prenatal Genetic Testing?” 
(Presentation to Working Group on Goals and Practices for Next Generation Prenatal Testing), 
Open Society Foundations, NY, NY, February 11, 2017. 
 
“Enhancing Our Conversation about Pharmacologically Shaping Children,” Yale University (Invited 
Lecture), New Haven, CT, December 8, 2016.  

 
“Bioethics Meets Moral Psychology,” (Panel Moderator), American Society for Bioethics and the 
Humanities, Washington, DC October 7, 2016. 

 
“Binocularity as a Metaphor for Thinking about the Nature of Persons,” (Keynote Lecture), 
Reductionism and Integration, Bioethics and Behavior: Celebrating the Career of Kenneth F. 
Schaffner, University of Pittsburgh Center for Philosophy of Science, Pittsburgh, PA, September 23, 
2016.  
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“Enhancing Our Public Conversation about Enhancement,” (Invited Testimony), Committee on 
Human Gene Editing: Scientific, Medical, and Ethical Consideration,” National Academy of Sciences 
and National Academy of Medicine, Washington, DC, July 12, 2016. 
  
“A More Binocular Approach to ‘Getting Along”: Reflections on the Ethical Debate between Two 
Moral Psychologists,” Moral Psychology Meets Bioethics, Open Society Foundations, NY, NY, May 
19, 2016.    

 
“An Introduction to: Detecting Variants Associated with PNB Traits at a Moment When Prenatal 
Testing and Newborn Screening May Be Converging,” Columbia University Medical Center, NY, NY, 
April 19, 2016. 

 
“A Very Brief History of the Enhancement Debates,” Workshop on Human Performance 
Enhancement, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, MA, January 22, 2016. 

 
“The Genomics of Human Cognition and Psychiatric Disease,” (Invited Workshop Participant), 
Convened by the European Molecular Biology Organization at the Brocher Foundation, Geneva 
Switzerland, December 7-9, 2015. 

 
“It’s Not Enough to Assert, ‘You can’t do that, that’s eugenics!’” (Invited Panelist) Editing the Genes 
of Embryos — CRISPR, Science, and Ethics, Columbia University, NY, NY November 17, 2015.  
 
“Toward a More ‘Binocular’ Approach to Disability,” (Invited Workshop Presentation), Choosing 
Disability, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, November 6, 2015. 
 
“Embracing ‘Binocularity’ in Our Conversation about Enhancement,” (Invited Keynote Lecture) 
Enhancing Understanding of Enhancement, International Conference, Belgrade, Serbia, October 27, 
2015. 
 
“Wrestling with the Concepts and Ethics of Psychiatry,” (Invited Lecture), Medicine, Morality and 
the Mind, Grand Rapids Medical Education Partners, Grand Rapids, MI, September 17, 2015 
 
“What Is Normative Analysis?” Short Course on ELSI Research, Columbia University Medical 
Center, New York, NY, April 24, 2015.  
 
“Why IOM Should Consider Broaching ‘Enhancement Concerns’ in the Context of Non-Invasive 
Brain Stimulation,” Non-invasive Neuromodulation of the Central Nervous System: A Workshop, 
Institute of Medicine, of the National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC, March 3, 2015. 
     
“Two Obstacles on the Path to Personalized Medicine,” (Keynote), Genes and Health Systems in 
Global Cities, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, January 10, 2015. 
 
“Seeing Ourselves as Subjects and as Objects,” Templeton Foundation Workshop on Genetics and 
Human Agency, Miami Beach, FL, November 1, 2014. 
 
“Will Advances in Brain Research Alter What It Means to Be Human?” Cambridge-ICM Neuroethics 
Network, Paris, France, June 19, 2014. 
 
“An Introduction to Neuroethics,” (seminar) Program for Ethics and the Professions, Harvard 
University, Boston, MA, May 2, 2014. 
 
“All the Keys Won’t Be under Any One Lamppost,” (panel presentation) Association of Health Care 
Journalists,” Denver, CO, March 31, 2014. 
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“Surgically Shaping Children: On Appearance Normalization, Disability Rights, and Truly Informed 
Consent,” (Grand Rounds) Columbia University Medical Center, New York, NY, December 6, 2013. 
 
“On the Meaning of Incidental Findings,” Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical 
Issues, Meeting Fourteen, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, August 19, 2013. 

  
 “Collective Fictions, Collective Silences, and Non-Invasive Prenatal Genetic Testing,” March of  
 Dimes National Office, While Plains, NY, April 30, 2013.   
 

“On What (Neuro)Science Can – and Can’t – Teach Us about the Self,” McGill University, Montreal 
Canada, January 17, 2013. 
 
Invited participant in workshop on “The Idea of Authenticity in the Clinic,” Oxford University, 
Oxford, UK, November 7, 2012. 
  
“On Good and Bad Forms of Medicalization” (invited discussion), King’s College London, UK, 
November 6, 2012 
 
Invited Lecture, “On What (Neuro)Science Can – and Can’t – Tell Us about the Self,” King’s College 
London, UK, November 5, 2012.  
 
“The Second Wave: Talking about Moral Enhancement `Worthy of the Name,’”  Research School of 
Practical Philosophy, Eindhoven, The Netherlands, November 3, 2012.   
 
“On Surgically Shaping Children” (invited seminar) Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands, 
November 1, 2012. 
 
The Zeno Lecture, “On What (Neuro)Science Can – and Can’t – Tell Us about the Self,” Utrecht 
University, Utrecht, The Netherlands, November 1, 2012.  
  
“The Second Wave: Talking ABOUT Moral Enhancement `Worthy of the Name,’” The Moral Brain 
Conference, New York University, April 1, 2012.  
 
Invited participant in workshop on Science, Ethics, and Adolescence, convened by Editor-in-Chief 
of Nature, Philip Campbell, National Press Club, November 12, 2011.  
 
“From ‘for’ or ‘against’ to ‘about’ Enhancement,” EMBO/EMBL, Heidelberg, Germany, August 6, 
2011. 
 
“What’s the Ethical Difference between Using “Drugs” and “Words” to Treat Psychopathology?”  
Clinical Neuroscience and Society CME Course, University of Pennsylvania, July 22, 2011.  
 
“Enhancement: An Introduction to the Conceptual Landscape,” Brocher Fondation, Geneva, 
Switzerland, July 4, 2011. 
 
“3 Questions to Bear in Mind When Talking about the Genetics of Addiction,” The Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, NY, April 28, 2011. 
 
“Neuroscience and Personhood,” Columbia University Journalism School, New York, NY, April 4, 
2011. 
 
“Embracing Binocularity: Neuroscience Is Good for Explaining Us As Objects; We Need to 
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Understand Ourselves As Subjects, Too,” City University of New York (CUNY) Graduate Center, 
New York, NY, April 1, 2010. 
 
“Questions at the Nexus of Behavioral Genetics and Bioethics: Meaning Matters, Too,”  
Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues,” Washington, DC, February 28, 2011. 
  
“Technologically Shaping Selves: The Ethics of Enhancement,” Oregon State University, Corvallis, 
OR, February 24, 2011.  
 
“Embracing Binocularity: Seeing Ourselves as Subjects and Objects Can Help Make Us Humbler 
and More Humane,” Columbia University, New York, NY, February 15, 2011.  
 
“Introduction to Controversies surrounding Psychotropic Medication Use in Poor and Vulnerable 
Children,” Brooklyn Law School, Brooklyn, NY, October 15, 2010.  
 
“Broaching the dauntingly big questions in the background of the ‘public conversation’ about 
Neuroimaging,” University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, September 15, 2010. 
 
“A ‘Binocular’ Approach to Truly Informed Consent: Quality of Life Decisions and Children with 
Disabilities,” Gillette Children’s Hospital, St. Paul, MN, September 10, 2010.  
 
Invited participant and “reflector,”  The Tarrytown Meetings (on Emerging Technologies), 
Tarrytown, NY, July 27-29.  
 
“The Ethics of Treating Children with Psychotropic Drugs,” Yale University, New Haven, CT, July 
16, 2010. 
 
The Crosley Lecture, “The Ethics of Treating Children with Psychotropic Drugs,” University of New 
England, Portland, Maine, April 29, 2010. 
 
“On Good and Bad Forms of Medicalization,” University of Navarra, Barcelona, Spain, April 16, 
2010. 
 
“Nobody’s against True Enhancement,” University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC, April 12, 
2010. 
 
“The Ethics of Memory Blunting and the Narcissism of Small Differences,” Yale University, 
November 13, 2009. 

 
“From Binary to Binocular Thinking: Behavioral Genetics and Freedom,” Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, October 14, 2009. 
 
“Nobody’s against True Enhancement,” Brain Matters: New Directions in Neuroethics, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, September 25, 2009.  
 
Invited Lecture, “Technologically Shaping Selves: Ethics and the Pursuit of Enhancement,” 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, September 23, 2009. 
 
“Nobody’s against True Enhancement,” Neuroethics: A Mini-Workshop on Science and Policy, 
Institute of Medicine (IOM), Washington, DC, June 25, 2009. 
 
“Seeking Common Ground in Ethical Debates about TechnoSciences like SynBio,” Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC, June 24, 2009.  
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Invited Lecture, “We Share More than We Remember (in the Heat of Academic Debate about 
Enhancement),” Technology, Neuroscience, and the Nature of Being, Georgetown University, 
Washington, DC, May 8, 2009. 
 
Jackson Family Center for Ethics and Values Annual Lecture, “Shaping Selves with 
Biotechnologies: Toward Understanding a Fundamental Ethical Debate,” Coastal Carolina 
University, Myrtle Beach, SC, April 23, 2009. 
 
Invited Lecture, “On What the 2 Sides of the Enhancement Debate Do—and Should—Share,” 
Human Nature and Its Alterability, Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Berlin, 
Germany, March 14, 2009. 
 
Invited Working Group Participant, “PTSD and Ethics,” Yale University, New Haven, CT, January 
14, 2008. 
 
Invited Moderator, “Controversies Surrounding Pediatric Bipolar Disorder,” 1st Annual 
Neuroethics Society Meeting, Washington, DC, November 13, 2008. 

  
“Beyond the Opposition of the Social & Medial Models of Disability,” American Society for 
Bioethics and the Humanities, Cleveland, OH, October 24, 2008. 
 
Invited Participant, March of Dimes Bioethics Advisory Committee Meeting, White Plains, NY, 
October 7, 2008. 
 
“Do We Need Neuroethics?” Philosophy and Psychology Annual Meeting, University of 
Pennsylvania,  
Philadelphia, PA, June 27, 2008. 

  
 “Understanding the Debate about Shaping Selves with Biotechnologies,” Meeting of the BIO 
 Bioethics Advisory Committee, San Diego, CA, June 18, 2008. 
 
 Invited Working Group Participant, “PTSD and Ethics,” Yale University, New Haven, CT, June 12, 
 2008.   
 
 Invited Workshop Participant,  “The Ashley Protocol.” Seattle Children’s-University of  
 Washington, April 11-12, 2008—and October 3, 2008. 
 
 “On Medicalization and Pharmacological Calvinism: Toward Giving Both Sides Their Due—But  

Not More,” lecture to Hastings Center’s “Kids and Drugs” working group at Rockefeller University, 
New York, NY, October 15, 2007.  
 
“Public Conversation about Behavioral Genetics: Challenge and Opportunity,” Roche Science and 
Ethics Advisory Group, Nutley, NJ, June 11, 2007. 

  
“Respecting Persons with Disabilities—and Their Parents,” Growth Attenuation in Children, 
University of Washington, Seattle, WA, May 16, 2007. 

 
 “Understanding the Debate about Shaping Selves with Biotechnologies,” Public Lecture,  
 University of Texas-Dallas, May 8, 2007. 
 
 “On Surgically Shaping Children,” Grand Rounds, University of Texas Southwestern Medical  
 Center, Dallas, TX, May 8, 2007. 
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“Understanding the Debate about Shaping Selves with Biotechnologies,” 6th Annual International 
Bioethics Forum, Biopharmaceutical Technology Center, Madison, WI, April 19, 2007.  

 
 “Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” Yale
 University, New Haven, CT, March 14, 2007. 
 

“Disability and Bioethics,” (invited participant), Yeshiva University, New York, NY, January 18-19, 
2007.  

 
 “Center for Excellence in ELSI Research [CEER] Advisory Board Meeting,” Stanford University,  
 January 11, 2007. 
 
 “The Promise and Peril of Public Conversation about Behavioral Genetics,” Understanding the
 Origins of Violent Behavior, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, CA November 18, 2006. 

 
“On the Balkanization of Bioethics,” EMBL/EMBO annual conference, Heidelberg, Germany, 
November 4, 2006. 
 
“Human Enhancement” (invited participant), American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Washington, DC, June 1- 2, 2006. 
 
“On Surgically Shaping Children,” University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, October 4, 2006 
 
“Genetics of Addiction”, (invited participant), Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, October 5-6, 2006.  

 
 “On Surgically Shaping Children,” Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY, May 16, 2006. 
 
 “Workshop on the Policy Implications of Cognitive Enhancement Technologies,” (invited  
 participant) Arizona State University, Tempe AZ, May 3-5, 2006. 
 

“Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, Jackson, MI, March 10, 2006. 
 
“Should the US Create a Body to Regulate Reprogenetics?” Connecticut College, New London, CT, 
November 9, 2005. 
 
“Normalization and Ambivalence: On Surgically Shaping Children,” Linkoping University, 
Linkoping Sweden, Sept. 29, 2005. 
 
“Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” Linkoping 
University, Linkoping Sweden, Sept. 27, 2005. 
 
“Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” Hanse 
Wissenschaftskolleg (Institute for Advanced Study), Delmenhorst, Germany, Sept. 23, 2005. 
 
“Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” Nationaler 
Ethikrat (National Ethics Council), Berlin, Germany, Sept. 21, 2005. 
 
“On the Uses and Abuses of Behavioral Genetics,” Amherst College, Amherst, MA, July 20, 2005. 
 
“Genetic Differences and Human Identities: Harms, Benefits, and Behavioral Genetics,” New York 
University, New York, NY, March 16, 2005. 
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“Genetic Differences and Human Identities: Harms, Benefits, and Behavioral Genetics,” Society for 
Jewish and Christian Ethics, Miami, FL, January 6, 2005. 
 
“Babies by Design” (invited participant), Genetics and Public Policy Center, Washington, DC, 
December 16, 2004. 
 
“Genetic Differences and Human Identities: Harms, Benefits, and Behavioral Genetics,” Tulane 
University, New Orleans, LA, December 2, 2004. 
 
“Authenticity and Ambivalence: Toward Understanding the Enhancement Debate,” Carnegie 
Council on Ethics and International Affairs,” New York, NY, November 19, 2004. 
 
“Genetic Differences and Human Identities: Harms, Benefits, and Behavioral Genetics,” Vassar 
College, Poughkeepsie, NY, November 3, 2004. 
 
“A Deep and Fertile Tension: On Two Concepts of Authenticity,” Hiram College, Hiram, OH, August 
1, 2004. 
 
“Thinking about the Social Harms—and Benefits—Linked to Investigations into the Genetic 
Influence on Complex Human Traits,” Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, April 28, 2004. 
 
“Behavioral Genetics: Potential Social Harms and Social Benefits,” Whitehead Institute, MIT (EDGE 
course), Boston, MA, April 23, 2004. 
 
“First Thoughts Re: Nicotine, Genetics, and Public Policy,” Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, 
March 19, 2004. 
 
“An Introduction to Some of the Ethical Implications of Behavioral Genetics,” New York University, 
New York, NY, March 3, 2004. 
 
“Minimizing Harms to Individuals and Families in Genetics Research,” Education in Genetic Ethics 
(EDGE) course, San Francisco, CA, February 20, 2004. 
 
“Reprogenetics, Public Policy, and Well-Being Concerns,” Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, MI, 
November 11, 2003. 
 
“Beyond Abortion: Critical Bioethical Issues in Reproductive Health for the 21st Century,” (invited 
participant), Planned Parenthood 2003 International Bioethics Colloquium, Snowbird, UT, July 23-
25, 2003. 
 
“Different Moral Frameworks; Different `Neuroethical Modes’; and Different Policy 
Recommendation,” Neuroethical Challenges in Cognitive Enhancement and Learning, New York 
Academy of Sciences, New York, NY, June 16, 2003. 

  
 “Behavioral Genetics and the Responsibilities of Researchers, Journalists, and Bioethicists,”  
 National Institutes of Health, Washington, DC, May 19, 2003. 
 
 “Desire, Interpretation, and the Science of Human Differences,” American Association for the 
 Advancement of Science, May 2, 2003. 
 

“Reflections on the Disability Rights Critique of Prenatal Genetic Testing and Selective Abortion,” 
Presidential Plenary Session at the Annual Meeting of the American College of Clinical Genetics, 
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San Diego, California, March 13, 2003.  
 
“Yes to More of the Same? On Biomedical Enhancements,” Oklahoma State University, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, February 21, 2003. 

  
“Reproductive Genetics Policy: Framing the Issues,” (invited participant), Genetics and Public 
Policy Center, Washington, DC, January 6-7, 2003.    

  
“Boring Truths Are Hard to Sell: Comments on the Nuffield Report on Behavioral Genetics,” Center 
of Strategic and International Studies, Washington, DC, December 11, 2002.  
 
“The Genetics of Behavior and the Responsibilities of Researchers,” EDGE Course, Columbia 
University, New York, NY, December 5, 2002. 
 
“Genetics and Identity,” (invited participant), Genetics and Identity Working Group, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, October 4-5, 2002. 
 
“The Politics and Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” Queens Public Library, Flushing, NY, 
July 27, 2002. 
 
 “What One Lay Person Thinks He’s Learned about Genetics, ‘Race,’ and ‘Intelligence,’” Crafting 
Tools for Public Conversation about Behavioral Genetics Meeting #5, Garrison, NY, June 10, 2002. 
 
“A Skeptical Look at Four Arguments in Favor of Germ-line Modification,” American Society of 
Gene Therapy Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, June 6, 2002. 
 
“Reprogenetically Shaping Children,” New Jersey Center for Biomaterials, Rutgers University 
Busch Campus, June 4, 2002.   
 
“How far Will the Treatment/Enhancement Distinction Get Us as We Grapple with New Ways to 
Shape Ourselves?,” at Neuroethics: Mapping the Field, San Francisco, CA, May 13, 2002. 
 
“The Politics and Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” Fairfield County Obstetrical and 
Gynecological Society,” Westport, CT, May 1, 2002. 
 
 “Setting a Research Agenda for Health and the Humanities” (invited participant), Potomac, MD, 
March 14-15, 2002. 
 
“The Politics and Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” University of South Florida, 
Clearwater, FL, March 8, 2002. 
 

 “Genetic Dilemmas” (panel discussion), Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY, Feb. 27, 2002. 
 

 “What Did NBAC’s Report on Human Participants Research Say?” Cornell University Medical 
 School, New York, NY, Feb. 25, 2002.  
  
 “Fate and Freedom: Genetics, Behavior and the Law” (roundtable discussion), Columbia 

University Graduate School of Journalism (Fred Friendly Seminars), New York, NY, Jan. 28, 2002.   
  
 “The Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” Art, Science, and Society Lecture Series, Croton, 
 NY, Jan. 17, 2002. 
  
 “Unpacking the Politics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” New York Academy of Medicine, New 
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 York, NY, Dec. 13, 2001. 
  
 “Ethical Issues in Prenatal Genetic Testing,” St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s Institute for 
 Health Education and Research, Yonkers, NY, Dec. 6, 2001. 
    

“The Ethics and Politics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” New York State Department of Health, 
Albany, NY, November 30, 2001. 

 
“Society and the New Genetics” (panelist), Bioethics Forum VI, Pace University, Pleasantville, NY, 
November 9, 2001. 

  
 “The Politics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” SUNY-Purchase College, October 31, 2001. 
  
 “Ethics and Politics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” Grand Rounds, New York Hospital/ 
 Cornell University Medical School, New York, NY, October 18, 2001. 
 
 “Ethical Issues in Predisposition Genetic Testing,” St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s Institute for 
 Health Education and Research, Yonkers, NY, Oct. 9, 2001. 
  
 “Reprogenetically Shaping Children and the Future of Public Oversight,” Children’s Research 
  Centerfor Genetic Medicine, Washington, DC, Sept. 13, 2001. 
  

“Public Conversation and Inheritable Genetic Modification,” New York University Medical School, 
New York, NY, April 25, 2001. 

  
“Symbolic Concerns, Public Conversation, and the Prospect of Inheritable Genetic Enhancement,” 
California State University-Long Beach, Long Beach, CA, April 21, 2001. 

  
 “Philosophical and Ethical Issues in ELSI Research” (moderator), A Decade of ELSI Research,  
 NHGRI, Bethesda, MD, January 17, 2001. 
 
 “Prenatal Testing and the Disability Critique” (panelist), A Decade of ELSI Research, NHGRI,  
 Bethesda, MD, January 17, 2001. 
 
 “Designing Our Descendants,” Jewish Public Forum (National Jewish Center for Learning  
 and Leadership), New York, January 15, 2001. 
 
 “Public Oversight, Private Money, and One Gene-Transfer Research Protocol at the  

University of Pennsylvania,” New York Academy of Medicine, New York, December 11, 2000. 
 

 Families and Health Care Project Advisory Committee Meeting (invited participant), United  
 Hospital Fund, November 1, 2000, New York, NY. 
 

“Bioethicists, Biotech Corporations, and Conflicts of Interest,” (moderator), American Society for 
Bioethics and the Humanities, Oct. 29, 2000, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 
 American Academy of Arts and Sciences planning and convening conference for new program, 
 “Dialogues on Bioscience and Society” (invited participant), October 20, 2000., La Jolla, CA. 
  
 Surgeon General’s Conference on Children’s Mental Health (invited participant), Sept. 18 & 19, 
 2000, Washington, DC. 
 
 “Genetic Enhancement,” Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, June 26, 2000. 
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 “Somatic Cell `Enhancement’: The Basic Definitional and Ethical Issues,” Cold Spring Harbor 
 Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, NY, May 12, 2000. 
  
 “Designing Our Descendants,” Center for Religious Inquiry, St. Bartholomew’s Church’s, New 
 York, NY, February 5, 2000. 
 

“Ethical Issues Raised by the Human Genome Project,” The Coriell Institute for Medical Research, 
Burlington, NJ, February 4, 2000. 

 
 “Germ-line Genetic Enhancement and the Gap between the Haves and Have Nots,” American 
 Association for the Advancement of Science, Dec. 11, 1999, Washington, DC. 
 
 “Prenatal Testing for Genetic Disability” (moderator), American Society for Bioethics and the 
  Humanities, Oct. 30, 1999, Philadelphia, PA. 
   
 “On the Prospect of Germ-line Genetic Enhancement,” Long Island University, Oct. 16, 1999, 
 Brookville, NY. 
  
 “Are We Ready to Genetically Alter Our Children and Grandchildren?”  The Hastings Center’s 
 Conversations in Bioethics Series, Sept. 24, 1999, Garrison, NY. 
 
 “A Problem with Our Ad Hoc Policy Approaches to Biotechnological Innovation: The Case of ES 
 Cells,” Association for Politics and the Life Sciences,” Sept. 3, 1999, Atlanta, GA. 
 
 “A Public Conversation about Behavioral Genetics: The Hastings Center-AAAS Initiative,” 
 Association for Politics and the Life Sciences,” Sept. 3, 1999, Atlanta, GA. 
 
 “Drugs and Normality” (panelist), Talk of the Nation (National Public Radio), July 1, 1999, 
  studio in New York, NY. 
 
 “How Should We Define `Germ-line Intervention’?”  American Association for the Advancement 
 of Science, Germ-line Working Group, April 26, 1999, Washington, DC. 
  
 “The Politics and Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” Vassar College, March 30, 1999, 
 Poughkeepsie, NY. 
  
 “Ethical Implications of the Human Genome Project,” University of Maryland Medical School, 
 March 18, 1999, Baltimore, MD. 
   
 “Ethical Issues in Predisposition Genetic Testing,” New York Academy of Medicine, February 9, 

1999, New York, NY. 
 
 “Hybrid Embryos, Embryonic Stem Cells, and the Bigger Picture,” National Bioethics Advisory 
 Commission (NBAC),” January 19, 1999, Washington, DC. 
 
 “Enhancing Human Capacities,” American Association for the Advancement of Science annual 
 meeting, January 25, 1999, Anaheim, CA. 
 
 “Ethics and Genetics: From Testing Ourselves to Designing Our Children,” Mount Saint Mary’s 
 College, November 19, 1998, Newburgh, NY. 
 

“Genetic Testing in the Context of Managed Care,” Genetic Counseling Seminar, National Human 
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Genome Research Institute, Nov. 6, 1998, Bethesda, MD. 
 

“Genetic Counseling & Managed Care,” Law and Health Care Policy in a Genetic Revolution, New 
York University Law School, Oct. 19, 1998, New York, NY. 

 
 “Cloning, ‘Enhancement,’ and Social Context,” Association for Politics and the Life Sciences,  
 Sept. 5, 1998, Boston, MA. 
 
 “Prenatal Genetic Testing: Parenthood and the Value of Different Lives” (moderator)  
 Association for Politics and the Life Sciences, Sept. 4, 1998, Boston, MA.  
 

“Genetic Technology: Current Practices and Future Possibilities,” Grand Rounds, NYC Healthcare 
Chaplaincy, New York, NY, July 16, 1998. 

 
 “Human Cloning for Enhancement Purposes,” Second Annual Congress on Mammalian Cloning: 
 Implications for Science and Society,” Washington, DC. June 26, 1998. 
 
 “Ethical Issues in Cloning” (panelist), Second Annual Congress on Mammalian Cloning:  
 Implications for Science and Society,” June 26, 1998, Washington, DC.  
 
 “Viagra and the Treatment/Enhancement Distinction,” Oxford Health Plans, New York, NY,  
 May 18, 1998. 
 
 “The National Dialogue on Genetics: Establishing a Dialogue between Ethnically Diverse 

Communities and Genetic Policy Makers” (invited participant), sponsored by Howard University 
and Sinai Hospital of Baltimore, March 20-22, 1998, College Park, MD. 
 
“Selecting at Once against Fanconi’s Anemia and for HLA Compatibility,” (Case Presentation), New 
York Hospital Ethics Committee, New York, NY, November 19, 1997. 
 

 “The Genome on Main Street: Implications of the Genetic Revolution” (panelist), Pfizer  
 Medical Futures Forum, Nov. 7, 1997, New York, NY. 

 
 “Human Germ-line Interventions Forum” (panelist), American Association for the 
 Advancement of Science, Sept. 24-25, 1997, Washington, DC. 

 
 “Human Gene Transfer: Beyond Life-Threatening Disease” (panelist), NIH Gene Therapy 
  Policy Conference, Sept. 11, 1997, Bethesda, MD. 

 
 “Mammalian Cloning: Implications for Science and Society” (panelist), meeting convened by  W. 
 French Anderson et al., June 26 & 27, 1997, Washington, DC. 
  

“Genetic Testing: Implications for Insurance” (invited participant), convened by the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Center for  Bioethics & MetLife, June 23 & 24, 1997, New York, NY. 
 

 American Association for the Advancement of Science Dialogue on Genetic 
Patenting (invited meeting participant), March 13 & 14, 1997, Washington, DC. 
 

 New York Academy of Sciences, “Cloning and Its Ethical Implications” (panelist), March 6, 
  1997, New York, NY. 

  
“Ethical Issues in Predisposition Genetic Testing,” Strang International Cancer Prevention  
Conference, Cornell University Medical School, New York, NY, Nov. 15, 1996. 
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 “Being Human: The Technological Extension of the Boundaries of the Body” (panelist), 
 Apres-Coup International Colloquium, Union Theological Seminary; New York, NY; Nov. 9 & 10,  

1996. 
 
"Enhancement as a Goal of Medicine," Grady Memorial Ethics Conference, Detroit, MI; 
May 11, 1996. 
 
“Enhancement and the Argument from Precedent," American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Baltimore, MD; Feb. 10, 1996.  
 
"Prozac and Pins: Special Ethical Problems in Orthopaedics," New York Medical  
College, Biomedical Ethics Series 1995, Valhalla, NY; Nov. 13, 1995.  
 
"Behavioral Genetics: Keeping Body and Soul Together and Fact and Policy Apart," Society for 

 Health  and Human Values annual meeting, San Diego, CA; Oct. 14, 1995. 
 
"Money, Morals, and Prenatal Genetic Screening,” New Jersey Institute of Technology & Rutgers 

 University-Newark Lecture Series, Newark, NJ; Sept. 19, 1994. 
 
"The Pluralist Constellation and Bioethics," Pluralism, The Hastings Center, Briarcliff Manor, NY; 
April 27, 1994. 
 
Advanced Workshop, "Genetic Information: Ethical Implications" (funded by the National Center 
for Human Genome Research); University of Washington, School of Medicine; Seattle, Washington; 
Feb. 6-9, 1994). 
 
"On the Reigning Bioethical Conception of the Self," Cultural Pluralism and Ethical Decision-
Making, University of California-San Francisco; San Francisco, CA; January 7, 1994. 

 
"On the Prospect of Genetic Enhancement," Priorities in Genetic Services, The Hastings Center, 
Briarcliff Manor, NY; June 22, 1993. 

 
"The Goodness of Fragility," Northeastern Gerontological Society; New York, NY; April 30, 1993.  

 
"Frantic Pursuits: On the Meaning of Finitude," West Point Military Academy; Highland Falls, NY; 
October 27, 1992. 
 
"Is 'A Right to Health Care' Oxymoronic?" University at Buffalo, SUNY; Buffalo, NY; August 4, 1992.  

 
"`The Nietzsche I Love,'" Passions, Persons, Powers, University of California, Berkeley; Berkeley, CA; 
May 1, 1992. 
 

 "Nietzsche on the Wills to Truth and Power," Indiana Philosophical Association, Franklin, IN;  
 April 11, 1992.  
 
 "Kundera, Nietzsche, and Politics: On the Questions of Eternal Return and Responsibility," 

International Association of Philosophy and Literature, Montreal, Canada; May 17, 1991. 
 
 "Nietzsche as `Best Enemy': On Nietzsche's Ironic Metaphysics of Will to Power," Midwest 

American Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, IL; April 6, 1990. 
 
 "Socrates' Paideia: On the Protagoras" University of North Carolina at Greensboro; Greensboro, 



 

 27 

NC; October 6, 1989. 
 

Selected Professional Activities & Service 
 
Member, Advisory Panel, “Beyond the Medical: The ELSI of Polygenic Scores for Social Traits,” UNC 

Center for Genomics and Society, 2022 - 

 
Member, Advisory Panel, “Patients’ Experiences with Cancer, Cancer Risk and Genetics” 
(www.healthexperiencesusa.org), University of Wisconsin, 2018- 
 
Member, Advisory Panel, “Ethics of Reclassifying Variants of Unknown Significance,” Columbia 
University, 2018- 
 
Member, Advisory Panel, PREPARE Study (Prenatal Preparation: Actions and Results), Case 
Western Reserve University, 2018- 
  
Member, Advisory Panel, “Communicating Uncertain Genomic Information,” Research Triangle 
Institute (RTI), 2018- 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Stakeholder-Informed Ethics for New technologies with high socio-
ecoNomic and human rights impAct (SIENNA), funded by the European Commission, 2017- 2021. 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Moral Intuitions, Genetics, and Behavioral Sciences, Columbia 
University, 2016 - 
 
Member, GE3LS (Genomics & its Ethical, Environmental, Economic, Legal and Social Implications), 
Health Services and Policy Research Sounding Board, Canada Institutes of Health Research, 2014- 
 
Member, Advisory Board, NeoHumanitas, 2013 - 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Joan H Marks Program in Human Genetics, Sarah Lawrence College, 
2012 - 
 
Member, Steering Committee, Center for Research on the Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications of 
Psychiatric, Neurologic, and Behavioral Genetics, Department of Psychiatry, Columbia University, 
2010 – 
 
Member, International Advisory Board for the Responsible Innovation Program at the 
Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research, 2010 – 2011 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Sarah Lawrence Genetic Counseling Program Strategic Planning, 2009-
11 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Translating Addiction Genomics Research into Practice: Examining 
Ethics and Policy, Mayo Clinic, 2009-12. 
 
Member, Program Committee, “Psychiatry and Freedom,” International Network of Philosophy 
and Psychiatry 11th Annual Meeting, Dallas, Texas, October 6-8, 2008. 
 
Member, Program Committee, “The Ethics of Presence and Social Presence Technologies,” Padua, 
Italy, October 16, 2008. 
 
Member, National March of Dimes Bioethics Advisory Committee, 2008- 

http://www.healthexperiencesusa.org)/
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Visiting Professor, Oklahoma Scholar-Leadership Enrichment Program seminar (“Shaping Selves 
with Biotechnologies”), Norman Oklahoma, March 26-30, 2008.  
 
Member, Yale University Working Group on PTSD, 2007- 
 
Member, University of Washington Working Group on Surgically Shaping Children, 2007- 09  
 
Member, Advisory Board, project funded by NIH Office of Science Education, Education 
Development Center (EDC), 2006-09 
 
Member, Advisory Board, “Botox for the Brain,” project funded by Dutch Government, 2006-08 
 
Member, Advisory Board, NIH-Center for Excellence in ELSI Research (CEER), Stanford University, 
2005-08 
 
Member, Advisory Panel, Consumer Perspectives on the Promise of CF Gene Therapy, Education 
Development Center, 2004- 

  
Member, Advisory Board, Genetics of Nicotine Addiction: Examining Ethics and Policy, The Mayo 
Clinic (& Stanford), 2003-. 

  
 Member, University Research Ethics Advisory Committee, Cornell University Medical College, 
 2001-02. 
 

Member, Planning Committee to promote collaboration between the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) and the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), 2001-02. 

 
 Consultant (wrote background paper on ethics of embryonic stem cell research), National  
 Bioethics Advisory Commission (NBAC), 1999-2000. 
 
 Working Group Member, “Scientific Freedom & Responsibility Issues in Human Germ-Line 
 Interventions,” directed by the American Association for the Advancement of Science  
 (funded by the Greenwall Foundation), 1997-2000.  
 
 Institutional Review Board (IRB), Phelps Memorial Hospital (Tarrytown, NY), 1997-2006. 
 
Service as a Reviewer & Commentator  
  

Editorial Board, Oxford Studies in Disability, Ethics, and Society (2022-) 
 
Editorial Board, Journal of Philosophy of Disability, 2021-  
 
Editorial Board, Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics: Clinical Neuroethics, 2015- 

  
 Editorial Board, Politics and the Life Sciences, 2009 -  
 
 Editorial Board, Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, 1995 - 2000 
 
 Editorial Board, Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 2002  - 
 
 Abstract, Grant, and Report Reviewer for groups including the American Association for the 
 Advancement of Science, American Society for Bioethics and Humanities, The British Academy (for 
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the Humanities and Social Sciences), Calgary Institute for the Humanities, Institute for Advanced 
Study (Princeton), National Endowment for the Humanities, National Institutes of Health (ELSI), 
National Science Foundation, The Nuffield Council on Bioethics, The Wellcome Trust. 

 
Manuscript reviewer for journals including American Journal of Bioethics, American Journal of 
Medical Genetics, American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, American Journal of Psychiatry, 
Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, Behavioral Genetics, Bioethics, BioSocieties, Cambridge 
Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health, Ethics, Hypatia, 
Journal of Genetic Counseling, Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA), Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, Journal of Medicine and Philosophy, Journal 
of Social Philosophy, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, Medicine, Health Care, and Philosophy, The 
Milbank Quarterly, Nature Biotechnology, Nature Medicine, Nature Reviews Genetics, Nature 
Reviews Neurosciences, New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), Perspectives in Biology and 
Medicine, SCIENCE, Social Science & Medicine, Social Theory and Health, Theoretical Medicine and 
Bioethics. 

  
 Manuscript and proposal reviewer for presses including Cambridge University Press, Cornell 

University Press, Georgetown University Press, Johns Hopkins University Press, Jones and Bartlett 
Publishers, Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, and Oxford University Press. 

 
Quoted in publications including American Medical News, BioMedNet, Boston Globe, BusinessWeek, 
Chicago Sun Times, The Economist, Harper’s Bazaar, The Lancet, London Times, LA Times, The 
Nation, New Scientist, Newsday, New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Reuters News Service, 
Scientific American, The Scientist, Time, USAToday, US News and World Report, Wall Street Journal, 
Washington Post.  

 
Appearances in venues including BBC, Canadian Public Television, German Public Television, 
National Public Radio, PBS.  

 

Selected Honors and Awards to Participate in Special Programs 
  

Associate Member, Center for Bioethics, University of Belgrade, 2016 – 
  
Neuroethics Teaching Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania, June 24-29, 2013. 
 
Fellow, Center for Neuroscience and Society, University of Pennsylvania, 2009- 

 
Research Affiliate, Yale University Center for Bioethics, 2009- 
 
Scholarship, Intensive Summer Institute in Neuroscience, University of Pennsylvania, August 2-12, 
2009. 

 
 Affiliated Scholar, Institute for Bioethics, Health Policy and Law, University of Louisville, 2002- 
  
 National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Fellow; Topic: Human Rights in Theory 

and Practice; Buffalo, NY; Summer 1992. 
  
 Collegium Phaenomenologicum Participant (Topic: Phenomenology, Ethics, and Politics: Levinas, 

Arendt, Foucault, and Feminism; Perugia, Italy; Summer 1990). 
 
 National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Fellow; Topic: Nietzsche's 

Philosophical Thought and Its Interpretation; Urbana-Champaign, IL; Summer 1989. 
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 Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship; Administered by the Woodrow Wilson National 
Fellowship Foundation; 1987-88.  

 
 Awarded with Distinction for Ph.D. exams; 1983. 
 
 University of Chicago Graduate Fellowship; 1980-83. 


