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The impact of The Hastings Center is felt every day in peo-

ple’s lives, in communities across our nation, and increasingly in 

communities around the world. Our 2009 annual report reflects 

on a year of Making a Difference in so many ways.

Take a look at the timeline that flows across the next thirteen 

pages of the book. It will give you a good feel for our deepen-

ing involvement with mainstream media and policy-makers. 

The Center has long prided itself on the broad scope, rich depth, 

and high quality of our research, and what shines through these 

pages are the many novel ways these ideas are now impacting the 

real world. It’s become clear that many people care deeply about 

what we do and what we think, and we’re intent on connecting 

with them in as many new and creative ways as possible. 

As I begin my term as board chair, I’m especially proud of a 

few particular accomplishments in the past year. 

We had aspired early on to play a major role in the national 

health care reform dialogue and debate, which took primary 

form through two key projects: an essay collection called Con-

necting American Values with Health Reform, and a blog, the 

Health Care Cost Monitor. In both our essay set and our blog, 

we were able to maintain our nonpartisan position, and yet, the 

national dialogue was elevated invaluably as we brought together 

multidisciplinary thinking and a broad spectrum of philosophical 

and political perspectives—continuing hallmarks of The Hastings 

Center tradition. 

We have established formal relationships with Yale’s Interdis-

ciplinary Center for Bioethics and with the National University of 

Singapore’s Centre for Biomedical Ethics. Early progress gives us 

confidence that these two new alliances will allow us to leverage 

our own talents and core capabilities, while providing network-

ing opportunities to expand our reach and influence.

The year also saw the inaugural Hastings Center Cunniff-

Dixon Physician Awards, offered in collaboration with the 

Cunniff-Dixon Foundation. The awards aimed to foster exem-

plary end-of-life care practices in the doctor-patient relationship 

by recognizing doctors with the essential skills and virtues that 

embody those practices. The recipients unquestionably deserved 

recognition, and the enthusiastic national and community reac-

tions to this first set of awards exceeded our expectations. 

In June we celebrated our fortieth anniversary at a tribute 

dinner for our esteemed founders Dan Callahan and Will Gaylin. 

Forged from their vision in 1969, the influence and reach of The 

Hastings Center remain unparalleled today.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge and thank my predecessor, 

Hal Edgar, who retired at the end of 2009 as board chair. Hal was 

a source of inspiration to both board and staff, his vision and 

leadership helped us keep pace with a fast-moving world, and his 

friendship with all of us will endure for many years. 

I look forward to my partnership with all members of the 

Hastings family as we begin the fifth decade in our proud history 

of making a difference in people’s lives.

DAvID L. ROSCOE

From the Chair of the Board
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The little Center that could: Not a bad description of The 

Hastings Center’s survival, against all odds, for four decades. The 

accolades, reminiscences, and hosannas drifted down like gentle 

spring rain at the celebrations of the Center’s fortieth anniver-

sary. Those celebrations included the bestowal of the first-ever 

Cornerstone Award from ASBH, the American Society for Bioeth-

ics and the Medical Humanities, for the Center’s unparalleled 

pioneering role. Forty years ago—and continuing ever since—The 

Hastings Center has insisted that developments in health, medi-

cine, and the life sciences raise important and complex ethical 

questions, and that the best answers to those questions are found 

at the intersection of multiple disciplines and professions.

The Fellows of The Hastings Center, barely a few dozen in 

the early years, now number 178 strong. A great many of them 

gathered at the Yale Club in New York City in June to honor the 

Center and each other’s contributions. Listening to the praise 

for the Center’s accomplishments, I felt both grateful and chal-

lenged. The challenge is to understand, in light of ever chang-

ing environments in scholarship, medicine, and public policy, 

the best way to keep faith with the Center’s mission of creating 

knowledge and sharing knowledge. I’ll mention just a few note-

worthy developments in 2009.

Since our last Annual Report, we’ve begun a systematic ex-

ploration of how new media—such as podcasts, Web videos, and 

social media like Facebook and Twitter—might be used to further 

our mission. The early results are already visible in a vastly 

improved Web site, meant to be a superb resource for everyone 

interested in the issues we cover. 

Our historically warm relationship with Yale University led 

this year to the establishment of the Yale-Hastings Program in 

Ethics and Health Policy. Center researchers are collaborating 

with colleagues at Yale on teaching and research. (Negotiations 

went smoothly once we were able to assure Yale that the Center 

had no intentions of attempting a hostile takeover.)

Our relationship with the National University of Singapore 

blossomed into an expanded visiting scholars program for schol-

ars and clinicians affiliated with the NUS Centre for Biomedical 

Ethics. We’ve also worked closely with the Centre to help launch 

an excellent new journal, the Asian Bioethics Review, that rapidly 

established itself as the leading English-language bioethics pub-

lication focusing on that region. We continue to explore other 

possible collaborations, both in Asia and North America.

The little Center that could, far from merely struggling 

along, is racing ahead at full steam. The challenges for the future 

include assuring that there’s enough fuel for the engine (as in, 

sufficient money to pay our bills), and always pushing ourselves 

to find new and more effective ways to fulfill our mission. We 

can never rest on our laurels, no matter how well deserved for 

these first four decades. We are eagerly entering the fifth decade 

running at full speed, full of gratitude to the donors, grantors, 

and colleagues who make our work possible.

THOMAS H. MURRAY

From the President
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“Are Eight More than Enough?” commentary by Tom Murray on CNN.
com; Josephine Johnston quoted on MSNBC.com.
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Tom Murray interviewed on NPR Talk of the Nation; Josephine Johnston 
quoted on am/New York; NBC’s Dateline and CBS’s Dr. Phil show among 
the media outlets requesting information.

children & psychiAtric drugs

American Medical News quotes Erik Parens and Josephine 
Johnston about “zone of ambiguity” in the diagnosis and 
treatment of ADHD.

MEDIA

2009
A Year of Making a Difference
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Health care reform, the H1N1 pandemic, the new 

federal policy on stem cell research—these were some 

of the major headline issues of 2009 in which The Hast-

ings Center had an impact. Hastings Center staff advised 

policy-makers, informed journalists, and engaged in re-

search whose ultimate aim was to improve people’s lives. 

A timeline of highlights below shows the ways in which 

The Hastings Center made a difference. On the pages that 

follow are descriptions of projects and activities, rang-

ing from an exploration of synthetic biology to efforts to 

promote better end of life care.
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embryOnic stem cell  
reseArch pOlicy

Washington Post and Boston Globe 
interview Tom Murray about anticipated 
new federal stem cell research policy.

Slate cites stem cell policy post on the 
Center’s blog, Bioethics Forum.

enhAncement

NPR’s Radio Times & XM Radio interview Erik Parens on use 
of memory-enhancing drugs in children; NPR’s On Point 
interviews Tom Murray on cognitive enhancement.

Associated Press interviews Erik Parens on “brain drugs 
for healthy people.”

Wired.com interviews Josephine Johnston about risks of 
popular wakefulness drug.

internAtiOnAl OutreAch

The Hastings Center is invited to participate in the 
Global Alliance of Biomedical Ethics Centers Project 
(GABEX), a new interdisciplinary international base for 
bioethics education and research.

Uses and Misuses of Neuroimaging 
By looking inside the brain with fMRIs and other imaging devices, neuroscientists 

have made great strides in understanding how the brain works. They have begun to 

map which areas are active when someone thinks about something, feels an emotion, 

or tells a lie. But the findings are hyped in the media and exploited for commercial 

purposes. Companies sell MRIs as the ultimate lie detectors in hope that the evidence 

will be admissible in court. Today, a growing circle of people are encountering neuro-

images, including judges, scholars, and journalists.

Scanning the brain is easier than interpreting what the scans mean, leading many 

to believe that it is premature to use neuroimaging for commercial and legal purpos-

es. Some critics call the practice “the new phrenology.” A Hastings Center project on 

the uses and misuses of neuroimaging technologies aims to help people understand 

what knowledge neuroimages can and cannot impart. 

Hastings Center senior research scholar Erik Parens and research scholar Josephine 

Johnston are leading the project, which includes a working group of neuroscientists 

and scholars in law and ethics. Parens and Johnston are drawn to issues at the nexus 

of technology and the human yearning for enhancement. “Neuroimaging captivates 

people because it seems to uncover how humans think, reason, and experience the 

world,” Johnston says. “But in our enthusiasm, we may fail to appreciate the com-

plexities of the technology and the human traits it seeks to illuminate. We hope our 

project can expose that complexity.” The first meeting of the three-year project, 

funded by the Dana Foundation, took place in January 2009 at the University of Penn-

sylvania. Topics included what nonexperts believe neuroimages can reveal and the 

ways that interpretations can be distorted. 

“Neuroimaging captivates us because it seems to uncover how humans 

think, reason, and experience the world. But in our enthusiasm, we 

may fail to appreciate the complexities of the technology and the  

human traits it seeks to illuminate.”—Josephine Johnston

making a difference in Research
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spOrt dOping

USA Today quotes Tom Murray on the prospect of gene doping and on 
steroids use in Major League Baseball.

Tom Murray addresses NCAA Convention in Washington on ethics and 
performance enhancement in college sports; Tom Murray chairs the ethics 
committee of the World Anti-Doping Agency; Tom Murray is appointed to a 
panel, “Drugs, Genes and the Future of Sports,” at an American Enterprise 
Institute conference.

heAlth cAre refOrm

“It Costs More to Treat Cancer” and “How to Control Rising Health Care 
Costs,” commentaries by Daniel Callahan run in the New York Times Room 
for Debate.
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Psychiatric Drugs and Children: 
Engaging the Controversies

Concern has been building for years about the appropriateness of the diagno-

sis and treatment of children who are wild, inattentive, or have other behavioral 

problems. How accurate are the diagnoses? Are some populations of children over-

diagnosed with conditions such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 

while others are underdiagnosed? Particular concern has focused on prescriptions for 

antipsychotic drugs, which have increased fivefold for children in the last decade and 

a half and have been linked to thirty-one deaths. Meanwhile, children and their fami-

lies are suffering and are in need of sound, reliable help.

A Hastings Center project has been exploring the controversies around the use 

of drugs in treating children’s behavioral and emotional disturbances. The project, 

funded by the National Institute of Mental Health and the Center’s Fund for Children 

and Families, conducted its fifth and final workshop in June 2009. The workshop’s 

objective was to achieve a consensus among a working group of clinicians, research-

ers, scholars, and patient advocates.

Among the findings was that more research is needed on the comparative advan-

tages of medical, behavioral, and combination treatments. The group also concluded 

that parents’ and physicians’ decisions about how to treat childhood psychiatric 

disorders depend partly on their personal values. On a policy level, the group con-

cluded that the pharmaceutical industry has too much influence over research and 

that alternatives to the pharmaceutical industry are needed to fund research. Topics of 

previous workshops included ADHD, bipolar disorder, and depression in children. 

Erik Parens and Josephine Johnston, the project’s leaders, published a report on 

ADHD in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental Health in January 2009. “I hope 

that our project helps people remember that we know far less than any of us would 

wish,” says Parens, who investigates how we use new technologies—including medica-

tions—to shape ourselves and our children. “That shouldn’t paralyze us, but it should 

make us humble as we seek to diagnose and treat.” 

“I hope that our project helps people remember that . . . we 

know far less than any of us would wish. That shouldn’t  

paralyze us, but it should make us humble as we seek to  

diagnose and treat.”—erik parens
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heAlth cAre refOrm

The Center launches the Health Care Cost Monitor, a blog on cost 
control in health reform; Health Care Cost Monitor cited as a rec-
ommended resource in Slate and the New York Times; Connect-
ing American Values with Health Reform, a collection of essays 
by staff scholars and other leading experts in health reform, is 
published.

Daniel Callahan is a panelist on consumer choice in health care 
convened by the Alliance for Health Reform and Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation at the National Press Club.

Tom Murray speaks on antidoping ef-
forts at the American College of Sports 
Medicine’s annual meeting in Seattle.

red crOss tOrture repOrt

NPR’s All Things Considered interviews 
Nancy Berlinger on ethics violations of 
medics involved in torture.

spOrt dOping
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Homeland Security and Individual Privacy
How can we protect innocent people from terrorist attacks without violating their 

privacy? That balancing act has posed a growing challenge since 9/11 and the result-

ing push for new and better security technology. Most recently, heightened airport 

security complete with full body scans has raised questions about how long scans of 

the naked body are kept, how widely they are shared, and whether people are identi-

fied. The Hastings Center is one of only two American organizations involved in an 

international effort called HIDE—Homeland Security, Biometric Identification and 

Personal Detection Ethics—to develop policy solutions to these and other questions. 

HIDE’s mission is to set up a platform devoted to the ethical and privacy issues in 

biometrics and personal detection technologies, which, in addition to full body scans, 

include digital fingerprinting, iris scanning, and smart cards. HIDE aims to become 

the world’s preeminent catalyst for innovative policy solutions to emerging ethical 

problems in the area of surveillance technologies. 

Last year was the second of the three-year HIDE project, which is funded by the 

European Commission. Principle investigators from The Hastings Center are Tom 

Murray, president, and Karen Maschke, a research scholar. In June 2009, the Center 

hosted a meeting in Prague on privacy and biometrics. Participants included interna-

tional experts from data protection organizations, academia, government agencies, 

and bioethics commissions. Harald Edgar, then-chairman of the board of The Hast-

ings Center, delivered the keynote address on privacy. He noted that Europe is ahead 

of the United States in thinking about the regulation of data and information sharing, 

citing the patchwork of state and federal regulations and other obstacles in this coun-

try. Maschke moderated a session on DNA databanks for law enforcement. As part of 

its work with HIDE, The Hastings Center edits and publishes Dialogue, a quarterly 

newsletter that reports on international and local HIDE workshops and news related 

to biometrics. Maschke serves as editor. 
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Hastings Center Report publishes “Judg-
ing octomom,” essays examining the 
ethical, medical, and legal issues con-
cerning assisted reproductive technolo-
gies; “At Issue: Should egg and sperm 
donors be paid? Yes,” commentary by 
Josephine Johnston in CQ Researcher.

OctOmOm & Assisted  
reprOductiOn technOlOgies h1n1 pAndemic & infectiOus diseAse risk

American Medical News, Medical Ethics Advisor, and other 
media outlets interview Tom Murray and Nancy Berlinger; 
Science contacts the Center for pandemic planning re-
sources.

Tom Murray appointed to the National Institutes of Health 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Risk Assessment of the National 
Emerging Infectious Diseases Laboratories at Boston Univer-
sity Medical Center; Hayden Rudy of the Senate HELP Com-
mittee contacts the Center for pandemic planning resources.
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Sport Doping
Athletes are constantly striving to improve their performance. Pick-up basketball 

players turn to sports drinks, Olympians to medically monitored dietary supplements. 

But some performance aids are considered “doping,” and others are not. What’s the 

difference between a special swimsuit that enables an athlete to slip through the wa-

ter with less resistance and a drug that boosts endurance?

These and similar questions drive the work of Tom Murray, president of The Hast-

ings Center. Murray’s research on ethical issues in sport goes back thirty years. For 

the last five years, he has served as chairman of the ethics committee of the World 

Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), which makes recommendations on the use of drugs and 

other means of improving athletic performance. Murray’s interest in ethical issues in 

sport enhancement has been informed by his experience as an amateur athlete—he 

played basketball for decades and today is an avid cyclist. He came to value the per-

sonal effort, practice, and dedication that are manifestations of excellence in sport, 

and that are undermined by relying on performance-enhancing drugs. 

Performance Enhancing Technologies in Sports: Ethical, Conceptual, and Scientific 

Issues, a book edited by Murray and Karen Maschke, a research scholar at the Cen-

ter, was published in September 2009 by Johns Hopkins University Press. The book, 

which is based on a Hastings Center research project completed in 2008, features 

contributions by scientists, ethicists, and athletes themselves. In 2009, Murray began 

work on a new book, which he describes as “a clear, forceful statement defending the 

meaning of sport.” The book, with funding from WADA, will explore ethical issues in 

sport through the experience of the Paralympics.

“I became interested in the Paralympics for what they can tell us about two cen-

tral issues,” Murray says. “First, how should we think about fairness in sport when 

we face a huge variety of physical impairments? Second, how should we think about 

technology in sport, whether it be carbon fiber legs or other devices? Paralympians 

have had to think about these matters far more carefully than most of us, including 

most others involved in sport.” 

biOethics leAdership

Center celebrates fortieth anniversary;
Center presents Beecher Award to Alex Cap-
ron for lifetime achievements in bioethics; 
thirtieth annual U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point/Hastings Center bioethics meeting held.

“How should we think about technology in sport, whether it be carbon 

fiber legs or other devices? Paralympians have had to think about these 

matters far more carefully than most of us.” —thomas murray
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embryOnic stem cell reseArch pOlicy

When President obama lifts the ban on federal funding of embryonic stem 
cell research, Talk 1410 Radio, WDEL Radio, Wired.com, Nature, Newsweek, 
Boston Globe, Washington Post, Associated Press, American Medical News, 
Genetic Engineering News, The Scientist, and other media contact the Cen-
ter for information and interviews.

Josephine Johnston appointed to an embryonic stem cell research oversight 
committee which oversees ethical use of embryonic stem cells in research. 
for Weill Medical College, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and The 
Rockefeller University.

cOnflicts Of interest

The New York Times quotes Josephine Johnston on investigations into 
financial conflicts of interest of a researcher on pediatric bipolor disorder; 
Josephine Johnston contributes to an Institute of Medicine report, Conflict 
of Interest in Medical Research, Education, and Practice.

Synthetic Biology: 
Balancing Potential Breakthroughs and Harms

The term “synthetic biology” was probably unfamiliar to most people until the 

last year or so, when articles started appearing in publications like the New York Times 

and the New Yorker. But The Hastings Center was tracking developments in this new 

science and its potential to profoundly reshape medicine, our environment, and our 

concept of what is “natural.” Synthetic biology uses genes and strands of DNA from 

disparate organisms to write new genetic instructions and custom-make all sorts of 

products. The potential benefits include breakthrough medicines and cheap biofuels, 

but the risks include bioweapons and unintended ecological damage. 

In 2009, as companies were selling DNA over the Internet, The Hastings Center 

began a two-year investigation, funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, on ethical 

issues in synthetic biology, including the concern that it could change the human 

relationship with nature in ways that are undesirable. Gregory Kaebnick, Tom Murray, 

and Erik Parens are the principal investigators. The first meeting, which took place 

at the Center last August, featured presentations by scientists, philosophers, social 

scientists, public policy experts, and theologians. Topics included public perceptions 

of synthetic biology and the relevance of moral arguments about nature. 

“Many feel that the organisms made by synthetic biology are unnatural—Fran-

kensteinian—and that creating them amounts to ‘playing God,’” says Kaebnick, whose 

scholarship focuses on appeals to nature and how they matter in public policy. “Our 

goal is to investigate concerns about synthetic biology and figure out which ones 

have a legitimate place in public policy.”

In addition, Center scholars’ lectures and publications brought ethical issues in 

synthetic biology to international audiences. Kaebnick gave a lecture at the University 

of Freiburg in Germany. Kaebnick and Parens made presentations at the Woodrow 

Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. Murray spoke at the Royal Society in London. A 

commentary by Kaebnick in Nature Biotechnology asked, “Should moral objections to 

synthetic biology affect public policy?” The Center’s blog, Bioethics Forum, covered 

pending guidelines on preventing the sale of DNA to bioterrorists.  

“Many feel that the organisms made by synthetic biology are 

unnatural—Frankensteinian—and that creating them amounts to 

‘playing God.’”—GreGory kaebnick
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end-Of-life cAre

Tom Murray talks on ethical and policy chal-
lenges in end-of-life care at the Cunniff-Dixon 
Foundation 2009 Symposium on Continuing 
Medical Education on End-of-Life Care at the 
New York Academy of Sciences.

The New Yorker cites Hastings Center research on ethical is-
sues in ADHD treatment; the New Yorker interviews Erik Parens 
on cognitive enhancement drugs; USA Today front-page article 
cites Hastings Center Report essays on cosmetic surgery in 
children.

enhAncement

Ethics and Newborn Genetic Screen-
ing: New Technologies, New Chal-
lenges, edited by Mary Ann Baily and 
Tom Murray, is published by Johns 
Hopkins University Press.

newbOrn screening
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Ethical Use of Human Cells in Research
Henrietta Lacks was a black woman whose cells, taken in the 1950s while she was 

being treated for cervical cancer, were used in research around the world for decades 

without her or her family’s knowledge. While this story is now widely considered an 

example of the unethical use of human biospecimens, many ethical issues remain un-

resolved, and new ones have emerged. Demand for human cells and tissue is explod-

ing, driven to a large extent by the initiative to achieve personalized medicine, which 

requires research on the genetic influences on human disease and behavior. 

Informed consent is required when biospecimens are collected from people for 

research, but how effective is it? Can the donor revoke consent for certain types of re-

search? Who has access to the genetic and other personal information that is gained? 

These and other questions drive the research of Karen Maschke, a research scholar at 

the Center who specializes in research ethics.

“Research with human biospecimens raises complex ethical, social, and legal 

questions about access to and control of bodily material: individual autonomy versus 

public health imperatives, as well as governance of biobanks,” says Maschke. She is 

involved with the following projects, which deal with the ethical use of human tis-

sue in research, the practical applications of the information gained, and the policy 

implications. 

Cancer Biomedical Informatics Grid (caBIG)™

The cancer Biomedical Informatics Grid is an information network that enables 

everyone in the cancer community—researchers, physicians, and patients—to share 

what they know. Funded by the National Cancer Institute, this collaboration aims to 

accelerate breakthroughs in the detection, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 

cancer. The resources and infrastructure being developed by caBIG, which are ap-

plicable to other diseases, hold promise for improving patient outcomes and helping 

to make personalized medicine a reality. Maschke’s work involves facilitating data 

sharing by examining the legal, regulatory, ethical, and other barriers to it and work-

ing toward policy solutions. In September 2009, Maschke gave a talk on data sharing 

“Research with human biospecimens raises complex ethical, 

social, and legal questions about access to and control of bodily 

material: individual autonomy versus public health imperatives, 

as well as governance of biobanks.” —karen maschke
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emerging biOtechnOlOgy

Gregory Kaebnick and Erik Parens give presen-
tations on synthetic biology at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center in Washington, D.C.; Tom 
Murray speaks on controversies in synthetic 
biology at the Royal Society in London.

genetic testing

NPR’s All Things Considered interviews 
Nancy Berlinger about a new genetic test 
on the risk of developing smoking-related 
lung cancer. 

Karen Maschke moderates a panel on privacy and security 
surveillance at the Homeland Security, Biometric Identification 
and Personal Detection Ethics (HIDE) policy forum in Prague; 
Tom Murray speaks on democracy, security, and surveillance 
at the forum.

internAtiOnAl OutreAch

at an annual international conference in London that was organized jointly by the 

National Cancer Institute and the U.K. National Cancer Research Institute’s Informat-

ics Initiative.

National Cancer Institute Biobank

There is a critical shortage of high-quality biospecimens for cancer research. To 

remedy this problem, the National Cancer Institute is developing the first national, 

standardized human biospecimen resource in the United States, called the cancer Hu-

man Biobank, or caHUB. In the fall of 2009, Maschke was named cochair of the Ethi-

cal, Legal, and Social Implications Work Group, charged with developing the ethical, 

legal, and social foundation for establishing the biobank. The goal is for caHUB to 

serve as an ongoing source of high-quality human biospecimens and associated data 

for cancer researchers who are developing new diagnostic tests and therapies. 

Law and Ethics of Drug Addiction Genetics Research 

What can genetic testing reveal about someone’s risk of drug addiction and 

abuse? Scientists are just beginning to learn about the genetic basis for addiction. 

Understandably, drug court judges, corrections officials, and others in the criminal 

justice system are eager for this information. But this use of the genetic information 

raises many questions. What is the potential for misinterpretation or misuse? To what 

extent should genetic information help determine which criminal offenders to test 

for drug use and subject to drug treatment? Who should have access to this informa-

tion? What legal protections exist to safeguard individual privacy and help assure that 

the information is used responsibly? 

These questions are the focus of Law and Ethics of Drug Addiction Genetics 

Research (LEDGER), a joint project of The Hastings Center and several other academic 

and research institutes. The project, funded by the National Institute of Drug Ad-

diction, aims to produce an educational resource and reference materials for people 

interested in the ethical, legal, and social implications of genetic information about 

drug addiction. The target audience includes researchers on drug addiction or genet-

ics, institutional review boards, drug treatment professionals, and criminal justice 

officials.
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heAlth cAre refOrm

The Center launches The Values Connection, a blog on values underlying 
health reform proposals.
“Cost Control: Time to Get Serious,” commentary by Daniel Callahan in 
New England Journal of Medicine; “Should Government Ration Health 
Care,” a commentary by Daniel Callahan in Congressional Quarterly; 
Newsweek, in two articles, quotes Tom Murray on health care reform.

Taming the Beloved Beast: How Medical Technology Costs Are Destroy-
ing Our Health Care System, by Daniel Callahan, is published by Princeton 
University Press.

genetic pAtenting

Scientific American quotes 
Josephine Johnston on the 
ethics of patenting genes.

spOrt dOping

Performance Enhancing Technologies in 
Sports, edited by Thomas Murray and Karen 
Maschke, is published by Johns Hopkins 
University Press.
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Health Care Reform
When President Obama made health care reform a national priority, Hastings 

Center staff discussed how to bring the Center’s expertise with health care issues to 

bear on the debates taking place in Congress and discussions in the media. Being non-

partisan, the Center did not advocate for particular positions or plans, but it identi-

fied two areas where it could make significant contributions. 

First, Mary Crowley, director of public affairs and communications, proposed 

an in-depth exploration of the values that Americans appeal to when they talk about 

their health care system and what changes they would or would not want. People on 

both sides of the political aisle were invoking values such as liberty and fairness, but 

they often did so superficially, and only to support their own viewpoints. Crowley 

wanted to promote a full and honest discussion that did not have a partisan agenda 

and that could help policy-makers and journalists as they wrestled with the compli-

cated issues on health care reform. 

Second, Daniel Callahan, cofounder of The Hastings Center, wanted to take a 

hard look at health care costs and critically examine the ideas being floated to control 

them. Callahan has spent decades writing about the dilemmas involved in allocating 

limited health care dollars for a seemingly unlimited appetite for medical innovation. 

He had written several books on the subject, and his latest book, on medical technol-

ogy as a driver of health cost increases—Taming the Beloved Beast: How Medical Tech-

nology Costs Are Destroying Our Health Care System—was scheduled for publication in 

fall 2009. 

Both of these ideas led to high-impact Hastings Center projects in 2009.

Connecting American Values with Health Reform

In January, as the debate over health care reform was building and becoming 

increasingly polarized, The Hastings Center launched a public affairs effort to focus 
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NPR’s All Things Considered interviews Nancy 
Berlinger on repeal of Bush-era regulations allowing 
health care workers to refuse to assist in abortion.

cOnscience clAuses end Of life cAre

The New York Times quotes Tom Murray 
and Daniel Callahan on issues in care of 
dying patients.

emerging biOtechnOlOgy

“Should moral objections to synthetic biology affect pub-
lic policy?” a commentary by Gregory Kaebnick, appears  
in Nature Biotechnology.

Gregory Kaebnick is invited to give a lecture on syn-
thetic biology at the University of Freiburg in Germany.
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on the values that Americans hold dear in health care. The aim was to get beyond the 

nuts and bolts of the various reform plans and examine the fundamental and some-

times competing values that underlie any significant social change—and to inject 

these values into the public debate with a robust outreach strategy. The project was 

supported by the Adelson Family Foundation and the Cranaleith Foundation. 

Crowley, along with Gregory Kaebnick, a research scholar and the Cen-

ter’s editorial director, and Tom Murray, president, planned a collection of 

eleven essays by prominent writers and thinkers on health care, each of 

whom considered a particular value, such as liberty, choice, solidarity, 

physician integrity, fairness, and affordability. The collection, Connecting 

American Values with Health Reform, was published in June. It was given 

to key staff on Capitol Hill involved in health care reform, as well as to 

journalists and foundations, such as the Alliance for Health Reform. An 

accompanying blog, The values Connection, drew other stakeholders 

into the discussion and helped the collection get traction online. The 

blog was launched in partnership with Health Affairs, the leading 

journal of health policy. 

The values project left its mark. “values, Health Care Reform, 

and Universal Participation,” a commentary by Mary Crowley, 

appeared in the New England Journal of Medicine’s September 3 

issue. On November 6, NPR’s Science Friday radio show aired 

an interview with Tom Murray on values and health reform, 

and on the same day, PBS’s Religion and Ethics Weekly Tv show 

interviewed Daniel Callahan on the topic. Soon after, the New England Journal 

of Medicine invited Murray to write a Perspective essay on values and health reform; it 

appeared online on December 23. On the eve of the Senate’s vote on its health reform 

bill, Crowley sent the essay with personalized letters to Capitol Hill staffers. 
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heAlth cAre refOrm

“American Values in Health Care Reform,” a commentary by Tom Murray, appears in New 
England Journal of Medicine; Health Affairs quotes Tom Murray on values and cites The 
Values Connection blog.

NPR’s Science Friday interviews Tom Murray on values in health reform; PBS Television’s 
Religion and Ethics Weekly interviews Daniel Callahan.
“How to Control Rising Health Care Costs,” a commentary by Daniel Callahan, appears  
in the New York Times Room for Debate.

The Hastings Center and the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
convene a Capitol Hill briefing on comparative effectiveness research. on the eve of the 
Senate’s historic vote on health care reform, public affairs staff sent personal emails to 
Capitol Hill staffers with Tom Murray’s New England Journal of Medicine commentary on 
values in health care reform.
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new mAmmOgrAphy guidelines

Los Angeles Times and other publications interview Nancy 
Berlinger.

Bioethics Forum post exposes conflicts of interest among 
the critics of the new guidelines; Health Reform Watch 
and Prevention Matters cite Bioethics Forum post.

The Health Care Cost Monitor

Amid the fierce disputes about health care reform, there was one point of bipar-

tisan agreement: something had to be done about health care costs. Daniel Callahan 

was disappointed in the largely uncritical coverage in the press of the cost control 

proposals. He searched the health care blogs—increasingly influential sources of infor-

mation—and was surprised to find none devoted entirely to curbing health care costs. 

So he decided to start one. 

The Health Care Cost Monitor was launched in May as a public affairs and com-

munications project. Leading health policy experts wrote posts. Slate named it one 

of the best online information sources on health care reform, and the Association of 

Health Care Journalists called it “nuanced and deliberative.” The New York Times cited 

it several times as recommended reading. “As the only blog in the country devoted 

to cost control, the Health Care Cost Monitor provided comprehensive coverage of 

the main issues, and touched on topics, such as rationing and cost control efforts in 

Europe, that did not qet much thoughtful attention in the reform debate,” says  

Callahan.

“As the only blog in the country devoted to cost control, the Health 

Care Cost Monitor provided comprehensive coverage of the main  

issues, and touched on topics .  .  . that did not qet much thoughtful  

attention in the reform debate.” —Daniel callahan

healthcarecostmonitor.thehastingscenter.org
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cOnflicts Of interest

The Chronicle of Higher Education 
quotes Tom Murray on conflicts of 
interest in medical research.

end-Of-life cAre

Southern California Public Radio interviews Daniel Callahan 
on end of life care, rationing, and health care reform; 
CBS’s 60 Minutes contacts the Center for information on 
ethical issues.

The Hastings Center Cunniff-Dixon Physician Awards 
launched to honor doctors for exemplary care at the end 
of life.

Improving Care of Seriously Ill Patients
Since its beginning, The Hastings Center has been a pioneer in efforts to improve 

care of the dying, and its influence continues to be recognized. “Its thinking under-

lies the momentum of the recent growth in the palliative care continuum,” write the 

authors of Palliative Care: Transforming the Care of Serious Illness, a new book by lead-

ers in the field, referring to a 2003 Hastings Center report on access to hospice care.

In 2009, the Center continued its work in end-of-life care with a focus on previ-

ously unrecognized populations and new issues. It undertook a project aimed at im-

proving palliative care for a population that many people are uncomfortable thinking 

about but who are in great need: dying children. The Center also neared the comple-

tion of an ambitious update of its landmark Guidelines on the Termination of Life-

Sustaining Treatment and the Care of the Dying. Finally, it launched an annual award to 

recognize doctors who deliver exceptional care to terminally ill patients. 

Palliative Care for Children

Over the last few years, pediatric palliative care has become a distinct specialty. 

Professional chaplains are pediatric palliative care providers. They give solace to seri-

ously ill children and their families. They also collaborate with physicians and nurses 

to care for children coping with pain or the side effects of treatment. Chaplains’ 

insights, therefore, may help improve the quality of pediatric palliative care. In March 

2009, The Hastings Center and Rush University Medical Center began a project that 

aims to help chaplains learn how to improve the quality of the care they provide. 

Nancy Berlinger, deputy director of The Hastings Center, is the investigator on the 

project, which is funded by Texas Children’s Hospital.

The project will identify programs that can serve as models for the involvement 

of chaplains in pediatric palliative care. The investigators will use Web-based and print 

methods to disseminate practical recommendations that chaplains can use to improve 

the quality of their work with children and their families. Berlinger gave a prelimi-

nary report on the project’s findings at the Conference on Spirituality in Pediatrics: 

Transforming Care for Children, held in Houston in October.

reseArch ethics

“Biobanks: Questioning Distinctions,” a letter by Karen 
Maschke, appears in Science; the New York Times cites 
the Center’s IRB: Ethics & Human Research on bending 
the rules in clinical trials.

Karen Maschke named cochair of the National Cancer 
Institute’s Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications Work 
Group, charged with helping to develop the ethical 
and legal basis for the first national human biobank for 
cancer research.
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gArdisil ApprOved fOr bOys

Wall Street Journal and other 
media interview Nancy Berlinger 
on controversies around the use of 
this vaccine for cervical cancer.
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Assisted reprOductiOn  
technOlOgies

“The Trouble with Twin Births,” 
commentary by Josephine John-
ston, appears in the New York 
Times Room for Debate.

The Hastings Center receives the inaugural 
Cornerstone Award from the American 
Society for Bioethics and Humanities for 
helping to shape the field of bioethics and 
medical humanities.

biOethics leAdership childhOOd Obesity

Los Angeles Times quotes 
Erika Blacksher on social 
determinants of childhood 
obesity.

Guidelines on Decision-Making Near the End of Life

The ethical issues in end-of-life care have grown far more complex since 1987, 

when The Hastings Center published the first clinical guidelines on end-of-life care, 

Guidelines on the Termination of Life-Sustaining Treat-

ment and the Care of the Dying. Back then, the over-

arching concerns were getting terminally ill patients 

to make their wishes about life-prolonging treatment 

known, getting doctors to honor those wishes, and 

establishing an ethical and legal foundation for with-

holding or withdrawing futile care. The Center’s 

Guidelines helped start the widespread establishment 

of advance directives and the movement for better 

palliative care. The Center is updating and expanding 

its historic Guidelines with funding from the Dona-

ghue Foundation and Sussman Charitable Trust. It 

will include new information on decision-making for 

terminally ill children and teenagers, the psychological 

dimensions of decision-making at the end of life, and 

discussion of specific life-sustaining treatments. Nancy 

Berlinger conducted the final meeting of the project 

staff and working group in 2009. The guidelines are 

scheduled for publication in 2011.

In June 2009, Jane Gross was named the first 
journalist in residence at The Hastings Center. 
A longtime award-winning reporter for the 
New York Times, Gross launched the Times’s 
popular New old Age blog, which focuses 
on the elderly and their adult children who 
care for them. During her three months at 
the Center, Gross was completing a book on 
caregiving at the end of life, in part a memoir 
of her experience caring for her mother and in 
part a journalistic investigation into the state 
of end-of-life care in America today. As part of 
her residency, she gave a public talk on end- 
of-life care and advised on some posts for the 
Health Care Cost Monitor.

Journalist in Residence: 
Jane Gross
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The Hastings Center Cunniff-Dixon  
Physician Awards

While strides have been made in palliative care, all too many people still suffer 

physical and emotional pain as death approaches. Patients and their families often 

feel abandoned by their doctors, who are at a loss for how to talk to or help them. And 

yet, there are doctors with an awe-inspiring gift for compassionate care—listening to 

patients and their families, honoring their wishes, and providing great comfort. The 

Hastings Center and the Cunniff-Dixon Foundation joined forces in 2009 and cre-

ated the Hastings Center Cunniff-Dixon Physician Awards to recognize those doctors 

and to advance their skills and virtues. The Cunniff-Dixon Foundation was founded 

by Matthew A. Baxter in honor of his wife, Carley Cunniff, who died of breast cancer, 

and her attending physician, Peter S. Dixon. 

To select the recipients of the inaugural award, The Hastings Center con-

vened a committee of four physicians who are themselves leaders in end-of-

life care, including Richard Payne, Esther Colliflower Director of the Duke 

Institute on Care at the End of Life and a Hastings Center board member. 

From more than one hundred nominees, the committee selected five win-

ners. The awards were made in two categories: an established physician 

category for leadership in end-of-life care, and an early career physician 

category for serious commitment to the field and contribution through 

practical research or clinical work. The winners were selected in 

December. The Hastings Center announced the winners in January 

2010 and participated in local awards ceremonies for each of them.

“The awards not only honor the achievements of these fine 

doctors, but also advance the reach and prestige of the field of 

palliative and end-of-life care and its power to achieve true 

holistic, high-quality, patient-centered care,” says Payne. The 

awards will be given again in 2010.

“The (Cunniff-Dixon) awards not only honor the achievements of fine  

doctors, but also advance the reach and prestige of the field of  

palliative and end-of-life care and its power to achieve true holistic, 

high-quality, patient-centered care.” —richarD payne
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making a difference through Words

Leading Bioethics Publications 
The Hastings Center publishes two of the leading bioethics journals: the Hastings 

Center Report and IRB: Ethics & Human Research. Thousands of subscribers paid for full 

access to the journals, and select content reached more than 500,000 readers around 

the world in 2009. Also in 2009, the Asian Bioethics Review, a bimonthly online 

journal published by the National University of Singapore with the Center’s editorial 

guidance, completed its first year. The Asian Bioethics Review features original articles, 

as well as select articles from the Hastings Center Report, and is part of a broader col-

laboration between The Hastings Center and the National University of Singapore’s 

Centre for Biomedical Ethics to expand bioethics scholarship in Asia.

The Hastings Center Report, published since 1970, is read by physicians, lawyers, 

and other professionals drawn to its mix of clinical case studies, research reports, and 

essays on issues in medicine, health care, public health, and the life sciences. High-

lights of 2009 included “Judging Octomom,” a collection of essays on the ethical con-

troversies in assisted reproduction exposed by the birth of octuplets earlier in the year. 

Three other essay sets were published around newsworthy subjects: cosmetic surgery 

and other medical enhancements in children, comparative effectiveness research, and 

The Hastings Center’s fortieth anniversary. 

IRB: Ethics & Human Research covers topics in research with human subjects, 

including informed consent and financial conflicts of interest between industry and 

researchers. Its readership includes administrators and members of institutional 

review boards, as well as researchers and scholars. Several articles in 2009 attracted 

wider attention. For example, a report on how researchers bend the rules in clinical 

trials to favor certain human subjects—and how this practice may compromise the 

scientific results—was cited in the New York Times.

Bioethics Forum, the Center’s online publication covering topical issues in bio-

ethics, marked its third year in 2009 with a readership of 50,000 unique visitors (and 

200,000 page views). “Lavish Dwarf Entertainment,” an essay about a dwarf who has 

sparked controversy by running a company that hires out dwarfs for entertainment, 

was selected for Best Creative Nonfiction 2009. 

New Media
The Hastings Center firmly established its capacity to use new media to enhance 

its ability to engage its target audiences of friends, scholars, journalists, and policy-

makers. In August 2009, Jacob Moses was named new media director. Moses, formerly 

a research assistant, made technical upgrades that have drawn the Center’s audiences 

into rich conversations on its blogs. Moses also began producing videos of Hastings 

Center activities and events and podcasts by the journals’ editors. He has used social 

networking tools such as Twitter to communicate news about the Center’s scholars 

and publications. Further enhancements are planned for 2010.
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Yale-Hastings Program in Ethics  
and Health Policy

The Hastings Center and Yale University have a long history of col-

laboration. Hastings Center scholars have taught courses at Yale, and Yale 

scholars have participated in Hastings Center research. In January 2009, 

the two institutions formally joined forces, creating the Yale-Hastings 

Program in Ethics and Health Policy. The collaboration is designed to 

increase the range, depth, and impact of both bioethics programs. Daniel 

Callahan, who earned a bachelor’s degree from Yale, is codirector of the 

Yale-Hastings Program, along with David Smith, director of Yale’s Interdisciplinary 

Center for Bioethics. Michael Gusmano, a Hastings Center research scholar, is the 

deputy codirector.

The Yale-Hastings program’s inaugural event, which took place at the Yale School 

of Public Health in April, explored health care reform in the United States from the 

perspectives of history, politics, economics, and values. In addition, Hastings Cen-

ter research scholar Nancy Berlinger taught a course on health care ethics in Yale’s 

program in Nursing Management, Policy, and Leadership. Hastings Center and Yale 

scholars are working together on two research projects: one on post-traumatic stress 

syndrome and the other on human subjects research involving food and nutrition. 

making a difference through Partnerships

Top: Audience members 
at the first Yale-Hastings 
Program meeting. Bottom: 
Nancy Berlinger, Hastings 
Center deputy director (left), 
converses with David Smith, 
Yale Bioethics Center director 
(right).



  20

People making a difference

staff

Nancy Berlinger
Deputy Director

Polo Black Golde
Research Assistant

Erika Blacksher
Research Scholar

Daniel Callahan
Senior Research Scholar and President 
Emeritus

Mary Crowley
Director of Public Affairs and Communi-
cations

Jodi Fernandes
Assistant to the President

Susan Gilbert
Staff Writer

Deborah Giordano
Accounting Manager

Joyce Griffin
Managing Editor

Lucille Holohan
Circulation Coordinator

Ylber Ibrahimi
Chief Information Officer

Josephine Johnston
Research Scholar
Director of Research Operations

Gregory Kaebnick
Editor, Hastings Center Report
Director, Editorial Department
Research Scholar

Karen Maschke
Research Scholar
Editor, IRB: Ethics & Human Research

Cathy Meisterich
Chief Operating Officer/Chief Financial 
Officer

Jacob Moses
New Media Director

Thomas Murray
President & Chief Executive Officer

Lynn Rubicam O’Malley
Director of Development

Erik Parens
Senior Research Scholar

vicki Peyton
Administrative Assistant to the Research 
Department

Nora Porter
Art Director

Anne Marie Schoonhoven
Circulation Marketing Manager

Karen Shea
Library Manager

Lin Tarrant
Finance Assistant

Michael Turton
Communications Associate

Siofra vizzi
Development Assistant

Ross White
Research Assistant

Christine Zouzias
Administrative Assistant

boarD of Directors

officers

David L. Roscoe, Chair
Thomas H. Murray, President & CEO
Gilman S. Burke, Secretary
Andrew S. Adelson, Treasurer

Andrew S. Adelson

Anita Allen
University of Pennsylvania Law School

Joshua S. Boger
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Gilman S. Burke
Saterlee Stephens Burke & Burke

Daniel Callahan (ex officio)
The Hastings Center

Alan R. Fleischman
March of Dimes Foundation

Willard Gaylin (ex officio)
The Hastings Center

Thomas B. Hakes
C/S Group

Geoffrey R. Hoguet
GRH Holdings, LLC

Patricia Klingenstein

Ilene Sackler Lefcourt
Sackler Lefcourt Center for Child Development

Robert Michels
Weill Medical College of Cornell University

Thomas H. Murray (ex officio)
The Hastings Center

Sherwin B. Nuland
Yale University

Larry I. Palmer
Virginia Commonwealth University

Michael Patterson

Richard Payne
Duke Divinity School

Harriet S. Rabb
Rockefeller University

Eve Hart Rice

David L. Roscoe

Blair L. Sadler 
Rady Children’s Hospital and Health Center
Institute for Healthcare Improvement

Francis H. Trainer, Jr. 

hastinGs center boarD anD staff–2009

Working lunch. Hastings Center board and staff members discuss health care reform.
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New Staff and Board Leadership
As 2009 drew to a close, The Hastings Center hired two staff members and ap-

proved changes to its board of directors. Michael Gusmano joined the Center as a re-

search scholar. A political scientist, Gusmano investigates health equity in the United 

States and abroad. His work at the Center will focus on health policy. Lyn Traverse 

became director of development early in 2010. Previously, she was campaign director 

for the Friends Seminary, a Quaker school in New York, and did fundraising and devel-

opment work for New York University, University of Hartford, Saint Joseph College, 

and Long Wharf Theater. 

In December 2009, Harold Edgar stepped down from The Hastings Center board 

after fifteen years of service, the last five years as its chairman. Edgar, the Julius Silver 

Professor in Law, Science, and Technology at Columbia University, had worked with 

the Center for decades and was elected a Fellow in 1972. David Roscoe was named the 

new chairman of the board. Roscoe is a retired executive from RiskMetrics Group, 

which he joined in 2003. Previously, he was a chief executive officer of Bridge Infor-

mation Systems and a managing director of J.P. Morgan. Roscoe joined The Hastings 

Center board in 2004 after becoming increasingly interested in the many perplexing 

ethical questions surrounding advances in science, medicine, and technology. 

New Hastings Center Fellows 
Hastings Center Fellows are an elected association of scholars who have made 

major contributions to health, medicine, and the life sciences. Eight new fellows were 

elected in 2009. 

Abdallah Daar is a professor of public health sciences and of surgery at the Univer-

sity of Toronto. He is also a senior scientist and director of the Program on Ethics and 

Commercialization of the McLaughlin-Rotman Centre for Global Health and director 

of ethics and policy at the McLaughlin Centre for Molecular Medicine.

Christopher H. Evans is an internationally known chemist and molecular biologist 

at Harvard Medical School. His research broadly relates to biotechnology, with special 

emphases in genetics and gene therapy. He has a deep commitment to the work of 

The Hastings Center.

Atul Gawande is a Harvard surgeon and staff writer at the New Yorker. He is a nation-

ally recognized commentator on error and performance in clinical medicine and on 

policy issues related to health care services. A MacArthur Award recipient, Gawande is 

the author of two recent bestselling books, Complications and Better.

Michael Gusmano

Lyn Traverse

David Roscoe
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Diego Gracia is a professor of the history of medicine and bioethics at the Com-

plutense University in Madrid. Trained in psychiatry and history, Gracia is a prolific 

author and is widely recognized as “dean” of the field of medical history and ethics in 

Spain and Latin America.

Mats G. Hansson is the director of the Centre for Research Ethics & Bioethics at 

Uppsala Universitet in Sweden. He has conducted extensive research in bioethics as 

principal investigator in several multidisciplinary research projects dealing with issues 

such as the ethical, social, and legal aspects of genetic diagnosis in clinical practice, 

the use of human tissue materials in research, and empowerment in outpatient care as 

a means to achieving systemic efficiency. 

Karla Holloway is the James B. Duke Professor of English and a professor of law 

at Duke University, with appointments in the law school and in the departments of 

women’s studies and African and African American studies. A former cochair of the 

Black Faculty Caucus at Duke, she is widely recognized as a leader in bioethics at the 

intersection of law and the humanities, and for her talents as a writer, mentor, and an 

advocate.

Lainie Ross is a general pediatrician and a medical ethicist in the MacLean Center for 

Clinical Medical Ethics at the University of Chicago. She serves on the American Acad-

emy of Pediatrics Committee on Bioethics and the Section of Bioethics. Her interests 

are research ethics, genetics and ethics, transplant ethics, and pediatric ethics. She is 

the author of Children in Medical Research: Access Versus Protection and is working on a 

book about ethical issues in newborn screening.

Paul Root Wolpe is the Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Bioethics, the Raymond F. 

Schinazi Distinguished Research Chair in Jewish Bioethics, a professor in the depart-

ments of medicine, pediatrics, and sociology; and director of the Center for Ethics at 

Emory University. He serves as the first chief of bioethics for NASA, is coeditor of the 

American Journal of Bioethics and sits on numerous editorial boards for journals of 

medicine and ethics. Wolpe’s scholarship focuses on the social, religious, and ideologi-

cal impact of technology on the human condition and has had a particular impact on 

the field of neuroethics.
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40th Anniversary Celebration
Cofounder and honoree Daniel Callahan with 
former board member Sissela Bok

Cofounder and honoree Willard Gaylin with  
Peachy and Robert Murray, a Hastings Center Fellow

Board member Patricia Klingenstein, honoree 
Daniel Callahan, and Frank Gump

Chair of the Board Harold Edgar with Jacqueline Weld,  
Rodman Drake, and Annalu Ponti

Hastings Center President 
Thomas Murray

Board members Joshua Boger 
(left) and David Roscoe (right) 
with Frank Gump

Ju n e 10,  2009 • ya l e clu b o f new yor k

Hastings Center Distinguished Scholar 
Sidney Callahan and former board 

member Irene Crowe
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Bruce and Maggie Jennings
Richard A. Johnson
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2 0 0 9  D O N O R S
All of us at The Hastings Center would like to thank the following individuals, founda-

tions, corporations, and organizations for their friendship and generous financial support 

in 2009, our fortieth anniversary year. Your commitment to The Hastings Center’s work 

propels us to continue to address the fundamental ethical issues in the areas of health, 

medicine, and the environment as they affect individuals, communities, and societies, 

helping us all understand how medicine and science shape our lives.

Donors making a difference
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Roundtable
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Roundtable continued



  26

Individuals 
($224 and Under)

Joan E. Abess
Phillip M. Allen
Patricia M. Alt
Ray and Barbara Andrews
Billy F. Andrews
Daniel and Constance Arnold
Mila Ann Aroskar
Atsushi Asai
Shirley Bach
Patricia Backlar
D.J. Bakker
Flora M. Barlotta
Jane D. Battaglia
Christel J. Bejenke
Sanford M. Benardo
Jeanne Q. Benoliel
James L. Bernat

David B. Bernhardt
Barbara E. Bernstein
Maurice Bernstein
Carol Lynn Berseth
Stephanie J. Bird
Carol Block
Leonard and Naomi Block
Jeffrey Blustein
Barrett H. Bolton
Robert C. Bolz, Jr.
C.R. Bonney
Andrea L. Bonnicksen
J.W. Briet
Paul Bruder
Robert and Leslie Buerki
P.D. and Cheryl Bullard
William J. Burback
Mary Burke
Clara Callahan

Don B. Cameron
Lori S. Campbell
Carey Candrian
Bridget Carney
Phyllis Caroff
Susan G. Carter
Brian S. Carter
James F. Childress
Robert E. Chiles
Richard and Dolores Christie
John W. Cornwall
H. David Crombie
Norman Daniels
Glen W. Davidson
David DeGrazia
Alice D. Dreger
John and Yvonne Driscoll
Reinhard F. Enders
Anne Fagot Largeault
Suzanne Falco
Norman J. Faramelli
Sarah Ferber
Paul M. Fernhoff
James and Barbara Finkelstein
Hank Fins
Stanley I. Fisch
Edmond W. Fitzgerald, Jr.
Charles and Bette Flickinger
Frank J. Flynn
Jean L. Fourcroy
Volnei Garrafa
Victor and Joan Gelb
P. Roger Gillette
Frederic Ginsberg
Linda MacDonald Glenn
Myron Gordon
Elihu A. Gorelik
Earl F. Gossett
James M. Grier
Ann E. Grow
Ruth S. Hanft
Natalie Hannon
Michael B. Harris
Elizabeth T. Healy
John and Mary Herion
Alan Hoffman
Betty B. Hoskins
Ronn Huff
Joseph K. Indenbaum
Leah M. Ingraham
Nathan Ionascu
Ross Jackson

Meet Some Donors
New supporters David and Janet Offensend. Hailing from families involved in the 
medical profession, they have always had a keen interest in knowing more about 
questions that are raised during medical decision-making. Their friend Mary Crow-
ley, director of public affairs and communications at The Hastings Center, knew a 
natural connection existed between the offensends and The Hastings Center. She 
just needed to bring the two parties together. Even though they have not been 
members of The Hastings Center family for long, they have come to value its many 
resources. Their decision to support the mission is an important endorsement. 
“The Hastings Center does fascinating work in an area in which we have interests 
and questions,” says Janet offensend. “Its publications keep us in the loop. The 
Hastings Center is a wonderful place to get good, useful information.” 

Longstanding supporter Annette Ross. 
Several years ago, Annette’s life was drasti-
cally altered by medical error, a problem that 
The Hastings Center has worked to reduce. 
While doing research on the topic, she came 
across an article written by Nancy Berlinger, 
deputy director and research scholar at the 
Center. This article had an immediate impact 
on Annette, and she set about contacting 
Nancy. What she found was an organization 
that “does work that is critically important, 
with people who are constantly thinking of 
the important issues, who keep ahead of the 
issues and anticipate the next ones,” she 
says. “I may not always agree with some of 
the research, but the conversations around 
the research need to be had. We need to 
talk about and discuss issues that are not always easy to talk about.” Annette Ross 
recognizes and supports the extraordinary work done at The Hastings Center, and 
she joined us at the fortieth anniversary celebration in June. Her commitment to 
the Center over the years has been invaluable.
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Jane Jankowski
Rabbi Paul Joseph
Naoko Kakee
Henry o. Kandler
Nancy Eliza Kass
John F. Kavanaugh
David F. Kelly
Herbert C. Kelman
Ross Kessel
Nadir Khan
Eva Kittay
Craig Klugman
Dieter Koch-Weser
David Koets
Linda E. Krach
Vernon H. Kratz
Lars and Marit Kulleseid
Michael G. La Mar
E. Virginia Lapham
Paul J. Lauritzen
Marguerite S. Lederberg

Cynthia Ney Leipold
Pat Lightfoot
Sheldon and Karen Lisker
Robert R. Llewellyn
Edwin T. Long
Marc Lowenstein
Arthur Lowenstein and Ann Patton
Elena Lugo
John J. Lynch
Mary Lou Lyon-Lewis
Helen Lydia Machulis
Thomas A. Mappes and Joy Kroeger-  
  Mappes
Maurie Markman
Ann MacLean Massie
Ichiro Matsuda
Ann L. Matthews
Charles R. McCarthy
Terrence C. McConnell
Thomas R. McCormick
John J. McGraw

Wallace E. McIntyre
Donald W. McKinney
Martin F. McKneally
Heath and Judith McLendon
Brian S. Misanko
Ethel Mitty
William H. Moncrief, Jr.
Daniel D. Morgan
David Mundy
James Murphy
Ronald and Irene Nakasone
Rebecca Reetz Neal
Deborah F. Neipris and Clifford B.  
 Hendler
James L. Nelson
Marcos Nestrovski
Sandra Finch Nguyen
Rachel Nosowsky
Mary M. Nunes
Masayuki obayashi
Tamayo okamoto

The Giving Tree
The Hastings Center has 
created a lasting tribute 
to our supporters in the 
foyer of our headquarters 
in Garrison, N.Y.: a Giving 
Tree of donor recognition. 
This tree is also on display 
on our Web site, www.
thehastingscenter.org. 
Any gift of $300 or more is 
marked with an engraved 
leaf, which is displayed on 
the tree and the Web site. 
Please consider dedicat-
ing a leaf to a personal 
milestone, a loved one, or 
to the Center’s sustained 
excellence. For more 
information about donating 
and the Giving Tree, call 
845-424-4040, ext. 257.
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Tribute Gifts
In honor of Paul Morreim
 E.H. Morreim
In honor of John W. Morris
 Timothy P. Morris
In honor of our children, C. Benjamin & Connor
 Jeffrey R. Botkin
In honor of Tom Murray and the  
Hastings Center Fortieth Anniversary
 William A. von Mueffling
In honor of Gregory Kaebnick
 E. Elliott and Sara Kaebnick
In honor of Stanley Silvers Bergen
 Richard N. Pierson
In honor of the Donnelley Family
 Christopher and Evelyn Getman
In honor of Dr. Gary D. Miller’s Seventieth Birthday
 Gary D. Miller
In honor of Joshua Boger
 Harold Edgar
 Alan R. Fleischman
 Thomas H. Murray
 David L. Roscoe
 Francis H. Trainer

Memorial Gifts
In memory of Strachan Donnelley
 Bette-Jane Crigger
 Peter W. Thoms
In memory of Alton R. Sharpe, Jr., M.D.
 Virginia A. Sharpe
In memory of Margaret McIntyre
 Wallace E. McIntyre
In memory of Lillian Morris
 John W. Morris
In memory of Minnie Amelia Sant
 Barbara A. Koenig
In memory of Dr. Seishi Fukuma’s Seventy-Fifth Birthday
 Seishi Fukuma
In memory of Emily Sarah Murray 
    MomMom & PopPop Murray
 Thomas H. Murray
In memory of Joseph Benjamin Plummer
 Joseph T. Plummer

Individuals continued

Lynn Rubicam o’Malley
Fred and Anne osborn
Leocir Pessini
Richard N. Pierson, Jr.
Joel Potash
Jan Rabbers
Kari Reiber
Philip J. Rettig
Allyson L. Robichaud
Seymour and Judith Rothstein
Luis D. Rovira
Joseph Saloma
Stephen Sapp
Augusto Sarmiento
Peter J. Savage
Thomas C. Schelling
Susan D. Scherpereel
Larry D. Scott
Donnie J. Self

Timothy J. Siglock and Marcy Freedman
Mary Slavin
Robert F. Slifkin
David and Weezie Smith
Antal E. Solyom
Margaret R. Spalding
Elizabeth B. Stommel
Frederick J. Stone
Jeff Stryker
Richard M. Szypula
Peter K. Thompson
Peter W. Thoms
Colin J.H. Thomson
Jan J. Tigchelaar
Leila Toiviainen
Nancy and Gay Trepanier
Herm L. Triezenberg
Marc Tunzi
Hans W. Uffelmann
Thomas Van Aken

Ann J. Wadsworth
William D. Waff
LeRoy and Sue Walters
Scott Wasserman
Murray L. Wax
Wayne R. Waz
Tzvi H. Weinreb
Kathryn L. Weise
David M. Weiss
Earl D. White
Walter E. Weist
osborne P. Wiggins
Mary Jane Wild
Carol F. Williams
Louise M. Winstanly
Jim and Nancy Witt
Lucia Wocial
Susan M. Wolf
Michael S. Yesley
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Adelson Family Foundation
 Connecting American Values with American Health Care  
 Reform

Cranaleith Foundation
 Connecting American Values with American Health Care  
 Reform

Cunniff-Dixon Foundation
 The Hastings Center Cunniff-Dixon Physician Award

The Dana Foundation
 On the Uses and Misuses of Neuroimaging Technology

The Arthur Vining Davis Foundation
 Professional Chaplains and Health Care Quality  
 Improvement

The Donaghue Foundation
 Guidelines for End-of-Life Care

European Commission
 Homeland Security, Biometric Identification and  
 Personal Detection Ethics

International Longevity Center- USA, Ltd.
 Health and Aging in Hong Kong, London and New York

Kansas Health Institute
 Health Policy Curriculum Development

National Cancer Institute
 Cancer Biomedical Informatics Grid

National Institute on Drug Abuse
 Law and Ethics in Drug Addiction Genetics Research

National Institute on Mental Health
 Pharmacological Treatment of Emotional and  
 Behavioral Disturbances in Children: Engaging the 
 Controversies

National Human Genome Research Institute
 Law and Ethics in Drug Addiction Genetics Research

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
 Ethical Issues in Synthetic Biology

John T. Stolper Community Fund of the Community  
   Foundation of Dutchess County
 Emergency Medical Care Response Program

Texas Children’s Hospital
 The Chaplain’s Role in Pediatric Palliative Care:  
 Mapping Model Programs

World Anti-Doping Agency
 Ethics, Doping, and the Future of Sport

biOethics And the public interest— 
cApAcity building suppOrt
Ford Foundation
Adelson Family Foundation

Joshua and Amy Boger
Harold Edgar
The Greenwall Foundation
Thomas and Ellen Hakes
Andrew & Julie Klingenstein Family Foundation
Larry and Susan Palmer
The Rice Family Foundation
Roscoe Family Foundation

Other reseArch And cOnference suppOrt
T. Roland Berner Fund at the New York Community Trust
 Fund for Children and Families

Daniel and Sidney Callahan
 Yale-Hastings Collaboration Visiting Scholars Program

David & Ange Finn
 Guidelines Phase II Fund

Education Development Center
 Palliative Care in Germany and America

Malcolm Gordon Charitable Trust (created to further  
open Space Institute’s environmental education programs)
 Garrison Seminar Series

Unrestricted Support from  
Foundations, Corporations, and  
Organizations
$20,000 and above
 Cranaleith Foundation, Inc.
  Hertog Foundation
  Jingo Foundation
  Andrew & Julie Klingenstein Family Fund, Inc.
  Pfizer, Inc.
  Purdue Pharma, L.P.
  The Rice Family Foundation
  Roscoe Family Foundation
  The Mortimer D. Sackler Foundation, Inc.

$5,000–$19,999
 Biotechnology Industry organization
  The Keren Keshet Fund
  John & Patricia Klingenstein Foundation
  Ruth and David Levine Charitable Fund
  The Pettus-Crowe Foundation  Trust

$1,000–$4,999
 Charina Foundation, Inc.
  Fischbach Family Fund
  Jay and Jane Helvey Advised Fund at the  
    Winston-Salem Foundation

Major Research Project Support
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The Hastings Center has made every effort to ensure this listing of contributors is complete and accurate, and we apologize for any  
errors or omissions. To report corrections, please e-mail NareffM@thehastingscenter.org or call 845-424-4040 x257.

  Linville Family Foundation
  The Montangelica Fund
  The offensend Family Foundation
  omenn-Darling Family Advised Fund at  
    The Seattle Foundation

$225–$999
 Ethan Berman and Fiona Hollands Giving Funds
  T. Roland Berner Fund
  The Guy de Chazal Family Charitable Fund
  Copernicus Group IRB
  The Margot Davis Fund
  Downey oil Corp.
  DRS & W
  Nancy P. Durr Fund
  Judith and Dennis J. Kenny Foundation
  The Leonetti/Carlson Family Foundation
  Ann M. Mayer Charitable Checking Account
  DJ McManus Foundation Inc.
  Arno & Gretal Motulsky Charitable Fund

Under $224
 Ichijoji Center
  iGive.com
  NATP Telnet Corporation
  Nemco Brokerage
  Phelps Memorial Hospital
  Reliable Cleaning Systems
  St. Mary’s Medical Center

Matching Gifts
 Grantham, Mayo, Van otterloo & Co., LLC
 The Greater Kansas City Community Foundation
 The Prospect Hill Foundation
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Considering a Bequest for The Hastings Center
If you value the work of The Hastings Center, you can help provide for its future 

through a charitable bequest. The decision to include The Hastings Center in your will  
can be a meaningful way to support the Center’s unparalleled mission.

Whether your interest is in end-of-life care, clinical trials, or emerging technologies 
that aren’t even yet on the radar screen, you can choose now to ensure that the world of 
bioethics remains fertile in the future, through a bequest. 

What Is a Charitable Bequest?

A bequest is a gift made through a will, testamentary trust, or codicil to a will or 
trust. Bequests may include cash, marketable securities, closely held stock, real estate, or 
tangible personal property.

Why Are Bequests So Popular?

l  Bequests enable donors to maintain ultimate control of their assets. A bequest does not af-
fect your assets or cash flow during your lifetime. It is revocable, allowing you to change the 
provisions in your will or trust at any time. It is private and will not be filed or made public 
until your death. 

l  A bequest can allow donors to make much larger gifts that they could during their lifetimes. 
This is particularly appealing to donors who want their gifts to “amount to something” but 
haven’t the means to make a substantial current donation.

l  Bequests also provide the opportunity to honor or memorialize a loved one through the 
establishment of a testamentary named fund. They enable donors to avoid federal and state 
estate taxes. As with other financial decisions, it is important to consult legal counsel to 
maximize the benefits of your estate planning.

l  A bequest increases your giving options.
Your bequest can be for a specific gift to The Hastings Center (“I give and bequeath the 
sum of __________ dollars.”) or it can be for a percentage of the balance remaining in your 
estate after taxes, expenses, and specific bequests have been paid—what’s known as the resi-
due (“I give, devise, and bequeath ____% of the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate.”).

l  And finally, bequests allow you to decide what your legacy will be and the kind of impact 
you will have on the future. Whether you choose to make your bequest unrestricted or 
earmark it for endowment or a specific program, you will have the comfort of knowing that 
your gift will be carefully stewarded and that it will live on, providing support for years to 
come. 

Your decision to provide for a bequest now will make a real difference for the future 
of The Hastings Center and the future of bioethics. To learn more about how to take 
advantage of this gift opportunity, please contact Lyn Traverse, director of development at 
traversel@thehastingscenter.org or 845-424-4040, ext. 230.

Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues,  
but the parent of all the others. —Cicero
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stAtement Of finAnciAl pOsitiOn    As of December 31, 2009

  Audited 2009
Assets 
 Cash and Equivalents 264,006 
 Investments, at Fair Value 3,618,703 
 Receivables (Grants and other)         944,610 
 other Assets           40,717 
 Furniture and Equipment (Net of Accumulated Dep)           51,834 
 Leasehold Improvements (Net of Accumulated Amort)       1,294,831
 Total Assets       6,214,701
 
Liabilities and Net Assets 
   Payables and Accruals           70,114 
   Deferred Revenue         162,416 
Total Liabilities         232,530 
Net Assets       5,982,171
Total Liabilities and Net Assets       6,214,701

 
stAtement Of unrestricted Activities And chAnges in net Assets 
Unrestricted operating Support and Revenue: 

 Grants, Gifts, and Contributions       2,680,280 
 Government Grants         176,699 
 Publication Revenue         615,550 
 other Income         194,907
Total Unrestricted operating Support and Revenue       3,667,436
 
operating Expenses 
 Program Services       2,372,442 
 Management and General         391,502 
 Fundraising         367,970
Total operating Expense       3,131,914 
 
Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets from operations      535,522
Changes in Unrestricted Nonoperating Income         237,782
Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets         773,304

Changes in Temporarily and Permanently Restricted Net Assets (785,901)
Changes in All Net Assets (12,597)
 
Net Assets, Beginning of Year       5,994,768
Net Assets, End of Year       5,982,171

Grants
$1,546,284

Unrestricted 
Contributions

$1,310,695

Publications
$615,550

Investment
& Other Income

$194,907

Program Services
$2,372,442

Management & General
$391,502

Fundraising
$367,970

unrestricted OperAting suppOrt And revenue
For the year ended 12/31/09 = $3,667,436

OperAting expenses
For the year ended 12/31/09 = $3,131,914
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