
Contents

25
Stem Cells, Biotechnology, and
Human Rights: 
Implications for a Posthuman Future

by Paul Lauritzen
Successful stem cell therapies might change the natural contours
of human life. If that happened, it would unsettle our ethical
commitments and encourage us to see the entire natural world
merely as material to be manipulated.

Volume 35, no. 2
HASTINGS CENTER REPORT

March-April 2005

2 FROM THE EDITOR
On the Other Hand

3 ANOTHER VOICE
The Art of Bioethics
Tod Chambers

4 LETTERS

8 IN BRIEF
Bioethics—and Human Rights—at 
UNESCO

9 IN PRACTICE
A Measure of Success
Jon O. Neher

11 AT LAW
Fast and Supersized: 
Is the Answer to Diet by Fiat?
Lawrence O. Gostin

13 POLICY & POLITICS
The Curious Saga of Congress, the 
NIH, and Conflict of Interest
Bette-Jane Crigger

45 REVIEWS
Clinical Ethics and the Culture of 
Conflict
Jacquelyn Slomka

48 CONTRIBUTORS
Authors’ Instructions

Inside back cover

PERSPECTIVE      
Dead Sperm Donors or World 
Hunger: Are Bioethicists Studying the
Right Stuff?
Timothy F. Murphy and Gladys B. 
White

15 ESSAYS

!The Medical Malpractice Insurance Crisis, 
Again
by David N. Hoffman
The wrong people are getting most of the money.

!Nurses, Medical Errors, and the Culture of 
Blame
by Gloria Ramsey
The wrong people are getting most of the blame.

!Rethinking Disorders of Consciousness: New 
Research and Its Implications
by Joseph J. Fins
Some “vegetative” patients may be minimally conscious.

34
Conscientious Autonomy:
Displacing Decisions in Health Care

by Rebecca Kukla
The standard bioethics account is that respecting patient
autonomy means ensuring patients make their own decisions. In
fact, respecting patient autonomy often has more to do with the
overall shape and meaning of patients’ health care regimes, and
sometimes, at least, patients will very reasonably defer to medical
authority.


